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This Sousrnal is essentially practical. 


This peculiar character has already obtained for it, and will doubtless con- 
tinue to secure, the approbation of the British practitioners of Medicine, who, 
desirous of availing themselves of the experience of the masters of the French 
and particularly of the Paris Schools, are likewise aaxious to be accurately in- 
formed of the progress of science abroad as well as at home. 

It presents every menth to its readers a summary of all the cases calculated to 
assist them in the exercise of their profession ; it informs them of all that takes 
place in our schools and especially: in our hospitals; it brings to their nutice the 
transactions of learned societies, all that is interesting in more than 40 journals 
and a considerable number of books and pamphlets. The medical man, who, 
engrossed by the practice of his art, will devote each month but a few hours to its 
perusal, wiil be as conversant with the state of science as if he had spent long days 
in his library; for books, which he could not procure, bave been read for him, 
hospitals have been visited, lectures have been attended, practical facts have been 
compared, in short a labour has been performed, that can be accomplished but by 
the concurrence of several persons united ander the same direction,” 

The desire to assist our readers in the research of such articles as they may be 
desirous of referring to, bas guided us in the adoption of the peculiar form of our 
publication. The monthly numbers are especially fitted tor collection, and the 
arrangement of the contents makes it easy for the reader, whatever be the date of 
his subscription, to refer to the required passages, Gompare them, draw his own 
conclusions, and thus be furnished with a safe guide in any intricate case he may 
meet with in his practice. Every arucie'being designated by a number, each volume, 
or eacn series of volume, can readily be transmuted into a diclionary,; an arrange- 
mentof matter most convenient in all researches of a scieatific or medical nature, 

~The Journal of Practical Medicine and Surgery is therefore at once a monthly 
serial and a collection. 


The French edition of the JOURNAL OF PRACTICAL 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY forms anumber consisting of 
£6 octavo pages delivered in a wrapper and is published regu- 
larly between the 10th and £5th of every month. The English 
edition appears et the end of the same month, and is in all 
respects exactly similar. The 422 parts amount at the end cf the 
year to a volume of nearly 600 pages. 

The ANNUAL subscription is 145 SHILLINGS. 

_ 4s the subscription always dates from the month of January, 
the parts preceding the date of the subscription and previously 
published in the course of the year are immediately forwarded 
to the subscriber. 

Every part is delivered free of expense at the residence of th 
subscriber, where the amount of subscription will not} be 
claimed until after the first six monthly parts will have been 
forwarded. 

On the 80th June, notice to pay is addressed to each subscri« 
ber : the amount of the subscription to be forwarded by P. ©. 
Order, tod. E. Brunet, Esq., our Agent for all parts of Great- 
Britain and Ireland. . 








Subscriptions effected by letter (prepaid) directed to the Editor in Paris, or, 
if preterred, to the Agent in London. 
Office of the Journal : Paris, @, Rue @Anjou Dauphine, 

Agent in Zonder: J. . Brunet, Msq.. Ck, Hime WWHTicomn 
Street, Strand, wy. C. 
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, Art. 5964: 


The Cxsarian operation after the death of the mother.— 
Discussion on apoplectiform congestion of the brain, 
at the Academy.—Further remarhs on exophthalmic 
goitre.—Tedious labour brought to a favourable zssue, 


by Mr. de Laffore’s procedure. 


When two months since, Mr. Félix Hatin brought 
before the Academy the question of the Cesarian opera- 
tion post mortem, he demanded from that learned body 
a distinct statement of rules for the guidance of the sur- 
geon, placed between the obligation of obeying the law 
which protects the dead and the dictates of his conscience, 
which make it an imperative duty to save a living child. 
The committee to whom the question was referred has 
now replied through Mr. Devergie, its reporter, who de- 
clares that the responsibility of the practitioner is suffi- 
ciently sheltered by the existing laws, and especially by 
the decision of the Préfet de la Seine, of the 15th April, 
1859, which enjoins the medical inspectors of the registrar's 
office to perform the autopsy of women, who have died 
during pregnancy, for the purpose of preserving the child, 
when it may still be supposed to be living. 

The Academy will probably adopt this view, and con- 
clude that under the circumstances no active interference 
is required from it; but that learned body has, however, 
deemed it expedient to postpone the definitive expression 
of its judgment in the matter, in consequence of another 
report on the same subject by Mr. de Kergaradec. Our 
readers will find in another part of the present number 
the conclusions of this paper, some of which a medical 
assembly would clearly be incompetent to decide on. Thus 
Mr. de Kergaradec does not confine his inquiry to the 
period at which the foetus is likely to live, to the length of 
time during which life may be carried on 2m wtero, after 
the death of the mother, and to the estimation of the chances 
of success of hysterotomy when life is but latent, com- 
pared with those of the viability of the foetus. This rational 
line of conduct forms but a small part of the pious Aca- 
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demician’s preoccupations. The scientific aspects of the 
question sink into insignificance in Mr. de Kergaradec’s 
mind when compared with the purely religious and catholic 
view, ‘‘that in the absence of a surgeon, or on his re- 
fusal to interfere, any person, from conscientious motives, 
has aright to perform the Cesarian section, post mortem.” 
We publish in detail the case which has led him to adopt 
this opinion; our readers will be thus enabled to judge of its 
value, and they will doubtless find it difficult to conceive 
how, at the present day, a physician can venture to re- 
quirea learned society to sanction a doctrine, which would 
authorize any self-dubbed upholder of canon-law to open 
the body of an unfortunate woman whom the legislator 
looks upon as living so long as inhumation has not taken 
place. 


— Before Mr. de Kergaradec’s report comes on for dis- 
cussion at the Academy, that society will consider an 
interesting question of practical medicine, to which its 
attention has been invited by Mr. Trousseau. 

The object of the communication of the eloquent Pro- 

fessor (vzde Learned Societies} is to establish that in by far 
the greater number of cases, what is looked upon as 
apoplectiform congestion of the brain, and treated by 
blood-letting, is a symptom of an epileptic nature. This 
assertion at first seemed a paradox, but the debate soon 
elicited necessary explanations, and has thrown some light 
on the complex condition generally denominated cerebral 
congestion. Thus, in reply to objections brought forward 
by Messrs. Bouillaud and Piorry, Mr. Trousseau sponta- 
neously observed that the clinical views, propounded by 
him, obtain universal credit and that his intention was 
merely to bring them more prominently into notice, and 
to propagate opinions which he believes to be founded in 
truth. ‘‘I do not,” said he, ‘‘by any means deny the 
existence of cerebral congestion, which I look upon on 
the contrary as of frequent occurrence; but what I would 
be understood to doubt is the existence of the so-called 
apoplectiform congestion, of that variety in which the 
patient is suddenly struck down as it were by apoplexy, 
and remains unconscious for a more or less considerable 
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space of time. I opine most decidedly that this con- 
dition is frequently a symptom of an epileptic nature, 
and my view on the subject is, in this respect, the same as 
that adopted by men unquestionably competent in the 
- matter, Messrs. Herpin (of Geneva) and Tialat (of Saint- 
Ktienne).’’ 

Mr. Trousseau willingly acknowledged that in numerous 
instances physicians encouraged in such cases an error 
which is but a prudent and humane concealment of 
truth. He recently observed, jointly with Mr. Roche, 
a patient suffering from hereditary epileptic paroxysms. 
The individual himself and his friends called them faenting 
fits, an expression which induces no alarm, and was, 
therefore, used by the medical attendants; a consoling 
form of diagnosis, which both eminent practitioners agreed 
to lay before the family. 

We are, however, inclined to believe that Mr. Trous- 
seau had in view some other object beyond showing that 
in its incipient stage epilepsy often assumes the aspect 
of apoplectiform congestion. The sphere in which the 
idea has been cast will doubtless expand under the in- 
fluence of discussion, and a careful investigation will 
ensue of the cerebral symptoms, which have been promis- 
cuously associated under the vague and loose appellation 
of cerebral congestion. The author of the communication 
has himself already pointed out gastric vertigo as simu- 
lating active simple congestion. Sagacious remarks of 
Mr. Bouillaud on cerebral symptoms, consequent on a 
modification of the components of the blood, also indicate 
the propriety of refraining, in cases of anemia and chlo- 
rosis, from the use of the lancet for the relief of alleged 
apoplexy. Other orators will follow who, like Messrs. 
Tardieu and Durand-Fardel, will show that apoplectiform 
congestion of the cerebrum is a frequent symptom of 
general paralysis, orthe premonitory sign of acute softening 
of the brain. It will then be requisite to discriminate 
among these manifold varieties the characteristics of true 
congestion, of that which occurs in daily practice, unless, 
as Mr. Malgaigne humorously observed, it has ceased to 
exist, and should now be considered as an exploded 
error. 
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— Exophthalmic goitre continues to engage a large 
share of public attention. Several cases have been re- 
corded in the French scientific periodicals, and in England 
it has given rise to interesting communications. 

In the Lancet (8th December 1860) we meet with the 
case of a woman, aged forty, under the care of Mr. Jones, 
and who, at an interval of twelve months, experienced 
two attacks attended with exophthalmos, palpitations, and 
enlargement of the thyroid. lodine was prescribed both 
inwardly and as an external application, but produced no 
diminution in size of the bronchocele ; leeches induced but 
transitory improvement, but ice applied to the throat 
alone effected an amelioration, which the subsequent ex- 
hibition of tonics converted into a permanent cure. In 
the second paroxysm benefit was derived from large doses 
of opium followed by strychnia. The protrusion of the 
eyes, however, yielded when the general condition’ of 
the system improved. Mr. Tolly states that in one 
case which came under his notice, one eye only was pro- 
minent, all the other symptoms of the disease being at 
the same time distinctly observable. Mr. Olthouse also 
has remarked that all the other manifestations of the com- 
plaint may yield leaving a permanent bronchocele. As 
to treatment, the members of the London Medico-Chir- 
urgical Society unanimously agree that blood -letting 
is more likely to produce injury ; than benefit, despite the 
apparent excitement of the arterial system, and that tonics 
constitute the most useful medication. Mr. Williams 
opines that in this class of remedial agents, astringent tonics 
deserve the preference, such as the sesquichloride or the 
phosphate of iron, which he is disposed to look upon in 
the light of specifics. Anodynes at night, nutritious diet, 
country air, and the water-cure promote and complete the 
curative effects. Mr. Williams relates the case of a lady, 
in whom the excessive prominence of the eye-ball at first 
seemed to form an objection to the use of tonics, and 
who ae however, cured in a few days by remedies of 
this class alone. 

We should not omit to glance at the ergot of rye which 
Mr. Von Willebrand, of Helsingfors, states he has 
used with at least temporary advantage in one instance, 
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in all probability of exophthalmic goitre. The case was one 
of exophthalmos attended with bronchocele of considerable 
magnitude, and hypertrophy of the heart. After con- 
tinuing the medicine for one week, the protrusion of the 
eye-balls was found to have materially decreased, and in 
six weeks much improvement was noted in the condition 
of the goitre and of the heart. Up to this date 40 grains 
of ergot had been exhibited daily, but the remedy was 
then discontinued, and a relapse occurred. Although the 
good effects of the treatment were in this instance but 
transitory, it would be interesting to repeat this experi- 
ment, Mr. Von Willebrand’s object having been to take 
advantage, in his case, of the remarkable action of the ergot 
on the muscular structures of the organic system, and. 
therefore of the vascular parietes. 


— Dr. Baylon, of Geneva, forwards to the Monzteur 
des sciences médicales notes of a case of tedious natural 
iabour which he brought to a satisfactory conclusion by 
the adoption of the procedure recommended by Mr. de 
Laffore. 

The patient was a primiparous woman, aged eighteen, 
and the head, impacted in the pelvis, remained stationary 
although uterine contraction was incessant. Mr. Baylon 
was summoried in order to apply the forceps, and on 
examination found in the vagina a protruding bag which 
he perforated, a large quantity of amniotic fluid escaping 
at the same time. He then discovered that the anterior 
labium of the os uteri had descended with the head, which 
it partly covered. He pressed it back with the finger, and 
having inserted the middle and fore-fingers in the interval 
of the contractions, he forced back during the uterine effort 
the occiput from the pubis in a backward and downward 
direction. These manipulations were continued for half 
an hour, with intervals of rest, that time being required 
for the gradual and adequate dilatation of the vulva, and 
the child was born naturally, a result especially fortunate, 
as Mr. Baylon found the cord twisted twice round the 
neck, a circumstance which would probably have induced 
fatal consequences had the operator applied the forceps 
as he was at first requested to do. 
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Arr. 5965. 
HOTEL-DIEU. 


(Prof. Trousseau’s wards.) 
Neuralgia as a complication of chlorosis. 


It is very unusual to meet with a case of genuine 
chlorosis, entirely uncomplicated by frontal, temporo- 
facial, intercostal, or uterine neuralgia. As a general 
rule, it may safely be asserted that chlorosis is invariably 
accompanied by neuralgia. The indications of treatment 
are, therefore, two-fold. The chlorosis which governs the 
neuralgia must obviously be removed; but the latter must 
also be relieved as promptly as possible, in order that the 
patient be placed in a more favourable condition for the 
cure of the primary complaint. 

In consequence, Mr. Trousseau regulates his conduct 
with respect to the neuralgia, by the same rules which 
influence his treatment of pneumonia, attended with acute 
pain in the side. ‘While he prescribes large doses of 
kermes for the pulmonary inflammation, he contends with 
the painful stitch (whether caused by neuralgia or by neu- 
ritis is unimportant) by local applications of sulphate of 
morphia. ‘The pain is thus allayed, and as no remedial 
agent is so efficacious as six hours of sleep, the conse- 
quent invaluable advantage is an increase of strength, and 
greater power to bear with the disease, and the active 
medication it calls for. 

For chlorosis, Professor Trousseau prescribes chaly- 
beates, provided the patient is neither predisposed to, nor 
actually labouring under, tuberculosis. He conceives that 
any chlorotic person who has been subject to hemoptysis, 
or who in childhood may have been liable to symptoms 
of tuberculosis, either in the skin or the mesenteric glands, 
should be forbidden the use of iron preparations. Not 
only in such cases is iron injurious as a means of treat- 
ment of the turbercular diathesis, but it is even more mis- 
chievous, in his opinion, as a sedative of the neurosis, 
he coexistence of which seems likely to check the pro- 
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gress of the tubercles, and may be considered with regard 
to them as an antagonistic affection. 

These remarks lead us to the consideration of the case 
of a girl aged nineteen, occupying a bed in the salle St. 
Bernard, whom we recommended to consult Mr. Trousseau 
in the beginning of the month of January. The patient 
was highly chlorotic, and experienced almost incessantly 
in the right temple a pain so intense as to deprive her 
altogether of sleep. Mr. Trousseau at once prescribed two 
pills of 3 grains of sesquioxide of iron at each meal; the 
dose has been progressively increased to 12, 18, and 30 
grains, which she now takes in the twenty-four hours. 

We may here state that Mr. Trousseau is almost in- 
different to the preparation of iron prescribed. He has 
tested comparatively iron filings, reduced iron, iron elec- 
tuary, the lactate and the phosphate, and he has failed in 
discovering any marked superiority of action in any one 
peculiar form of the remedy. Now an old horse-shoe and 
a file are easily procured in all places, and therefore it 1s 
best to prescribe, especially in the country, iron filings, 
the most inexpensive and most easily obtained of all cha- 
iybeates. 

In this case, therefore, Mr. Trousseau exhibited large 
quantities of iron. The medication was perfectly appro- 
priate, but despite its energy, it could not modify the 
general morbid condition, with sufficient speed, promptly 
to allay the violence of the neuralgia which deprived the 
patient of sleep and appetite. It was, therefore, of the 
highest importance to subdue the painful symptom as soon 
as possible. For this purpose the seat of the neuralgia 
was covered with compresses impregnated with the fol- 
lowing solution : 


R. Potassiieyanidi,. . ... 15 gr. 
Pag MOSS 6 1 es 2s OZ. 
RB? Pi 


This application having, however, proved unsuccessful, 
blistering with ammonia was resorted to, and the sores 
were afterwards dressed with morphia. Our readers will 
find in our Article Sczentzfic Miscellanea some details on 
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the best mode of carrying on this treatment, the results 
of which we shall here merely report: One sixth of a 
grain of sulphate of morphia having been applied to the 
denuded derma, the patient complained, after an interval 
of one minute, of a sense of heat, after two minutes a 
slight disposition to headache was experienced, and at 
the expiration of three minutes a general sensation of tor- 
por; the pain utterly ceased in an hour and a half. She 
slept during the ensuing night, and the morphia was again 
applied. The same treatment was repeated on the third 
day, when the neuralgia was entirely subdued. 

The chlorosis, however, remains. The patient takes 
daily ten pills of Vallet’s chalybeate mellite, of three 
grains each; already a healthy colour is returning to the 
lips, the appetite has increased, food is taken, and in three 
weeks the young woman, if not entirely cured, will at least 
be ina fair way of recovery. Should the appetite fail, 
Mr. Trousseau would excite it by the exhibition of an 
ounce or an ounce anda half of bark wine, and of the 
Tinct. Nucis Vomice, ten or fifteen drops of which would 
every day be taken between the meals. 


Art. 5966. 


(Wards of Dr. Aran, Clinical Professor pro. tem.) 


Nervous Dyspepsia.—Chlorosis.—Cachectic erysipelas 
promptly checked by the sesqui-chloride of iron. 


As a friend of organicist doctrines, Mr. Aran attributes 
much importance to catarrhal affections of the stomach, 
but he also bestows much attention on the nervous dis- 
turbances of the functionsof that viscus. These symptoms 
may result from a perturbation: of muscular contractility 
or by some change in the secretion of the gastric juices. 
In both instances the exhibition of food is the main part of © 
the treatment, and, unaided by nutriment, medicines are 
powerless. Experience has taught the professor that such 
articles of food as are slowly digestedare injurious, and he 
therefore prohibits farinaceous articles of diet, even bread, 
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which seems the most innocent of all. He does not recom- 
mend abstinence, but lays much stress on the use of roast 
and underdone beef. When the patient complains of want of 
appetite and of a distaste for meat, Mr. Aran permits the 
use of condiments Such as salt, pepper, and even mustard, 
but animal food must at all hazards be taken, and if 
properly masticated it is digested with facility. Benech’s 
success in this line of treatment is still a matter of noto- 
riety. Mr. Aran prescribes in general the food to be 
taken hot, but if badly digested, cold, and after his meal 
the patient sits, reclines, or walks, according as he finds 
repose or exercise most favourable to the process of 
digestion. 


—Mr. Aran, like many others, does not consider chlorosis 
as exclusively proper to women. It affects both sexes, 
and Mr. Nonat has shown that even children enjoy no im- 
munity in this respect. Many persons are chlorotic 
without being aware of the fact, and the disease is one of 
extremely long duration, and almost impossible completely 
to eradicate. 

Chlorosis, said Mr. Aran, is curable in newspaper 
advertisements only, or to say the least, is very seldom 
curable. A complete recovery is supposed to have been 
effected during one or two years, when sorrow, pregnancy, 
or lactation, again cause it to reappear. The value of 
the remedial agents proposed for its relief has been 
enormously exaggerated. Thebest is iron, but its modus. 
agend? remains a mystery, as by far the greater part of 
the drug passes away with the motions. Iron must, 
however, be resorted to, and provided it penetrates into 
the system, all preparations are equally serviceable, and 
the most inexpensive should be preferred. If the stomach 
is tender on pressure, prescribe the form of the medicine 
most easily borne, and persevere for two or three years 
in its use, 1f you would avert a relapse. Indeed, despite 
its efficacy, iron is but a palliative of chlorosis, and the 
disease must therefore be met by other agencies to induce 
success. Hygiene, appropriate nutriment, the water- 
cure, are powerful assistants. The patients are debili- 
tated, prescribe wine, animal food, and exercise in the 
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open air: a more or less enduring cure will thus be 
effected, but whatever course you adopt, vascular 
murmurs will persist, or at least this symptom will 
vanish, but at an advanced period of life. 


— Theabove remarks suggest some further observations 
on atonic erysipelas, a disease which is often marvelouslly 
improved by iron preparations exhibited inwardly. Mr. 
Velpeau’s application of the sulphate of iron in the treat- 
ment of erysipelas is well known to all our readers, but 
he generally resorts to this remedial agent for the acute 
form of the complaint, in which it would be obviously 
improper to exhibit the drug as an internal medicine. It 
is not so for cachetic erysipelas in infants, and subjects 
debilitated by the operation of various causes. In this 
variety, fifty ora hundred drops of the liquid sesqui- 
chloride of iron are often sufficient to check, as it were by 
magic, the progress of the eruption, and to allay the 
accompanying feverishness. We may illustrate this 
assertion by alluding to a case recently admitted into St. 
_ Anne’s ward, while Dr. Aran was supplying the place of 
Professor Rostan. | | 

A poor author, aged twenty, of weak constitution, who 
had much suffered from cold, ague, and insufficient food, 
afflicted moreover with pulmonary consumption, and 
bearing unequivocal signs of syphilis, entered the Hotel- 
Dieu tobe relieved of almost universal dropsy. The 
pericardium, pleure, peritoneum, and cellular tissue were 
occupied by serous effusions, but no albumen was found 
in the urine, neither was organic disease detected in the 
heart. When he was first. admitted into the wards, he 
presented a characteristic paleness, but the face, and 
especially the right cheek, were puffed and tinged with a 
peculiar red colour. | 

The case was a marked example of cachetic dropsy and 
of erysipelas arising from the same cause. 

Mr. Aran at once prescribed thirty drops of the solu- 
tion of sesqui-chloride of iron to be taken in the course of 
twenty-four hours, at the expiration of which the redness 
was found to have decreased; 50 drops of the same 
remedy were again exhibited, and the erysipelatous hue 
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disappeared altogether. The dose of the medicine was 
gradually increased: to 100 drops, for the purpose of im- 
proving the general condition of the system, and conse- 
quently of reducing the amount of the dropsical effusions, 
an object which was fully attained. 

The taste of the sesqui-chloride is unpleasant, and it is 
therefore desirable to divide the daily dose into small 
fractions, such as 5 or 10 drops every two hours in a 
wine glass of sugar and water, and not in a silver spoon, 
and to recommend the patientto gargle immediately after, 
in order to neutralize the atramental taste of the remedial 
agent. Thus exhibited, the sesqui-chloride will be found 
extremely beneficial in the cases alluded to, especially in 
young children, as we stated above, and in debilitated 
women, who every month are liable to suffer from attacks 
of erysipelas. The feverishness abates in. twenty-four 
hours, the patients experience a marked sense of improve- 
ment, the appetite increases, and the eruption gradually 
fades away. This isa singular but perfectly true result, 
and practitioners will find in the sesqui-chloride of iron 
the best and simplest remedy for attacks of etysipelas 
which would otherwise indefinitely return (1). 


% 


Art. 5967. 
HOSPITAL OF; THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE. 


(Mr. Nélaton’s wards.) 
On secondary hemorrhage. 


We have, within the last month, had two opportunities 
of. witnessing the efficacy of secondary ligature in cases 
operated on by Mr. Nélaton. The first patient was a 
young man who was admitted for the treatment of stran- 
guiated hernia; the second was a lad who underwent 
amputation of the thigh, for a cancerous tumour occupying 
the upper part of the tibia. Both suffered a few days 





(1) We refer our readers to Art. 5975, where they will find a simple 
method of preparing a neutral and unchanging solution of sesqui-chloride 
of iron. 
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after the performance of the operation from arterial hemor- 
rhage, requiring active and efficient measures, and Mr. 
Nélaton remarked as follows on the subject : 

A precept false and dangerous in its consequences, said 
the Professor, still obtains amongst many surgeons, who 
assert that it is improper to take up an artery on the 
surface of a suppurating wound, because the vascular 
coats, injured by contact with purulent matter, are 
weakened and incapable. of bearing the pressure of a 
ligature. 

In the event of secondary hemorrhage,, these surgeons 
have recourse to ligature of the bleeding vessel, in its 
healthy part, i.e. at a more or less considerable distance 
from the wound, and of course between the latter and the 
heart. Now this practice is the result of an erroneous 
impression which Mr. Nélaton energetically strives to 
destroy, and in proportion as the sphere of his personal 
experience expands, he becomes more and more convinced 
that a simple and efficient mode of checking hemorrhage, 
the utility of which must be obvious in practice, has been 
wantonly sacrificed to inaccurate appreciations. The 
. Professor would not be understood to imply that a liga- 
ture, applied to the extremity of an artery soaking in pus, 
will not become detached more rapidly, than when it 
surrounds a healthy blood-vessel, unconnected with any 
puriform secretion. But what it is highly important to 
establish beyond contradiction is that, in the first instance, 
although the dropping off of the thread takes place at an 
earlier period, this event is not, as ee often believe, 
therefore premature. 

Thus Mr. Nélaton has more than once observed, and 
especially in the two cases above alluded to, that four 
days after the application of these secondary ligatures, 
the occlusion of the artery is sufficiently advanced to avert 
the chances of hemorrhage. Now the detachment of a 
ligature cannot be deemed premature, when it is not 
followed by hemorrhage. 

Mr. Nélaton has been induced to adopt these views in 
opposition to those of most surgeons, from an attentive 
and careful study of the mechanism, by which nature 
effects the closing of wounded arteries, whether they be 
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surrounded by healthy structures or bathed in puriform 
secretions. When an artery is cut through, the observer 
is struck by the following phenomena: retraction of both 
extremities of the divided blood-vessel within the cellular 
sheath, hemorrhage, extravasation of blood within the 
sheath, and formation of a coagulum within and around 
the artery. In a suppurating wound, on the contrary, 
when an artery is divided, pyogenic granulations form 
on the surface, multiply around the injured blood-vessel 
and penetrate into its sheath; a coagulum here also closes 
the aperture of the latter, but it has no solidity, is soon 
loosened and carried away by the morbid secretions, and , 
affords, therefore, no security against the occurrence of * 
hemorrhage. The artery closes by a mechanism analogous 
to that which induces the cicatrization of simple wounds. 
The granulations of the surface and of the cellular sheath 
fill up this protecting envelope, and give rise to a cicatri- 
cial tissue, which definitively obturates the calibre of the 
blood-vessel. | 

This result is, however, dependent on one condition, 
which we should not omit noticing. The blood must be 
prevented from reaching the extremity of the artery, 
which its periodical impetus would prevent from healing. 
Temporary pressure must, therefore, be applied to the 
vessel, at a more or less considerable distance above the 
spot where a ligature is deemed necessary. This pres- 
sure can, under no circumstances, be productive of injury 
on account-of the very short time requisite for the closing 
of the orifice. 

Matters proceeding thus simply, and nature providing 
for the spontaneous obliteration of the artery, when the 
course of the blood through its cavity is temporarily in- 
terrupted, a distant ligature which exposes the patient to 
the hazards of a fresh operation is obviously unnecessary. 
Mr. Nélaton has long ceased to have recourse to this 
practice, and he has no reason to regret having done so. 
When secondary hemorrhage supervenes after amputa- 
tion or any other arterial section, he seeks the extremity 
of the bleeding vessel and secures it; pressure is then 
established over its course at some little distance above 
the wound, and further loss of blood is prevented with 
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certainty. This was the method adopted in the two cases 
which have suggested the present remarks, and in both 
with most satisfactory results. The blood escaped in one 
instance from the subcutaneous abdominal artery, and in 
the other from one of the divisions of the femoral equal 
in size to the radial artery. The ligature in the former 
was detached on the fourth day, and the patient is now 
restored to health; in the latter the threads dropped off 
on the fifth day, which was the seventeenth after amputa- 
tion of the thigh. ‘The patient, interesting in more than 
one respect, will be the theme of some future remarks, 
and is still in hospital. 


Art. 5968. 


HOSPITAL SAINT-LOUIS. 
(Clinical conferences of Dr. Hardy.) 


Treatment of scrofulous eruptions.—The arsenate of 
soda in scrofula. 


/ 


The cutaneous manifestations of scrofula which Mr. 
_ Hardy denominates scrofulidx, he divides into the ery- 
thematous, puStular, warty, tubercular, phlegmonous or 
horny varieties. Some of the diseases described in re- 
mote ages as leprosy, were scrofulous affections. The 
tubercular subdivision corresponds to the obsolete and 
generally used expression Lupus. All practitioners are 
acquainted with the tedious progress of these cutaneous 
maladies, and with the indelible scars and frightful defor- 
mities they occasionally induce. 

The treatment of the scrofulidee should be local, general, 
and hygienic. 

The general medication consists in the exhibition of 
bitters, the various preparations of gentian, antiscorbutic 
syrup and wine, infusion of hops or walnut-leaves, and 
in the case of young females, chalybeates. Although 
Mr. Hardy does not consider iodine or its compounds 
as so important as they are generally believed to be, he 
prescribes, however, and often with beneficial results, pills 
or syrup of iodine of iron, but only as adjuvants of cod 
liver oil, which he looks upon as preeminently the most 
appropriate medicine for scrofula. 


( 63 ) Art. 5968. 


Some physicians prescribe this oil in doses of two and 
even four ounces daily, an enormous amount, which Mr. 
Hardy considers wholly unnecessary. The dose at first 
should not exceed one table-spoonful, which he very gra- 
dually increases to five, thus avoiding overloading the 
stomach and averting a repugnancy for the remedy, which 
must be allowed to be extremely detrimental, when it is 
recollected that the oil should only be discontinued for 
short intervals, and persevered in for years. 

As a complement of the general medication, he recom- 
mends sulphurous baths twice or three times a week. 

With regard to local treatment, Mr. Hardy relies 
chiefly, in mild cases not requiring escharotics, on oil of 
cade. This application induces a decrease of hyper- 
trophied organs, diminution of local vascularity, and of 
morbid swellings. But in the tubercular and ulcerous 
forms, cade oil is not sufficiently active, and its influence 
is really advantageous, but at a later period of the disease, 
when naught remains but redness and desquamation. 
Tincture of iodine is appropriate in the same cases and 
yields the same results as cade oil. In the erythematous, 
pustular, and even tubercular forms not accompanied by 
ulceration, or presenting very superficial erosion only, 
Mr. Hardy prescribes the following pomade, the strength 
of which he modifies according to the required effects: 


B. dipis niceties wh 1 t 
Hydrargyri bimiodidi moet ib hs 

The application of a thin layer of this ointment over the 
diseased parts induces effects analogous to those nature 
would tend to produce; a sort of artificial erysipelas is 
brought on, which leads to an improvement as rapid and 
almost as beneficial as spontaneous erysipelas. When a 
watery solution seems more appropriate, he prescribes: 


ft. Hydrarg. biniedidi. .. . . 3 gr. 
me G@estiien 26." ot eee 
Gum. tragacantn. 0. =. Ae. 


In.the case of ulcers more deep than extensive, rebel- 
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lious to the general remedies and to tincture of iodine or 
cade oil, the Professor resorts to more powerful caustics, 
such as chlorides of zinc, or antimony associated with an 
inactive powder, or preferably with the Vienna caustic. 

Hygienic measures form no unimportant part of the 
treatment of scrofulide. The diet adopted in cases of 
cutaneous diseases is not suitable to scrofulous subjects. 
The latter require nutritious roast meat, highly-seasoned 
food, generous wine, coffee, and should not be placed on 
lacteal, farinaceous, or vegetable diet. Exercise in the 
open air, exposure to the sun, sea-baths, and even two 
or four ounces of sea- water, inwardly every morning, 
are also found highly beneficial. The most advantageous 
mineral waters are those of Bareges, Bagnéres-de-Luchon, 
Aix-la-Chapelle, Aix in Savoy, or Uriage; and Mr. 
Hardy also strongly recommends a season at Louesche, a 
spa which enjoys a well-deserved reputation for the treat- 
ment of scrofulous diseases (1). 


(1) While on the subject of scrofulous affections, we should not omit 
mention of the Salins spas. Neither can we allow this opportunity to 
escape of alluding to the beneficial influence of arseniate of soda on the 
progress of this class of diseases. 

For two years we have witnessed the advantages derived from the 
exhibition of this medicine by Mr. Bouchut to the scrofulous children in 
his ward. This practitioner begins with a dose of ;4 er. in a four-ounce 
mixture, and increases the quantity after three days to +4 Benin which he 
gradually augments at the same intervals of time to 4, 1, 4 of a grain 
without ever exceeding 3 grain daily. On one occasion only vomiting 
was induced, the reeds was discontinued, and the patient recovered. 
In another instance a child complained of colics, after which she grew 
thin, an unusual occurrence; indeed increase of appetite and of flesh is 
the rule, and it is to this circumstance Mr. Bouchut isdisposed to attribute 
the beneficial effects of the medicine. Arseniate of soda would appear, 
however, to be possessed of some specific power in cases of scrofula, inas- 
much as its local application is sometimes found highly advantageous, 
Thus in a child affected with onychia connected with disease of the bone, 
and who had in vain been treated by solutions of chlorate of potash, and 
preparations of iodine, daily foot-baths containing from 8 to 15 grains 
of arseniate of soda effected a complete cure. Arseniate of soda may, 
therefore, be useful when applied outwardly, but it is more generally 
prescribed as an internal medication. Whether its action be that of a 
specific or of a meretonic, it is chiefly efficacious when ulceration is pres- 
ent. It acts less powerfully in cases of glandular enlargement, still less 
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MEDICAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


Art. 5969. INVERSION OF THE UTERUS OF TWENTY YEARS STAND= 
_ ING, WITHOUT INJURY TO HEALTH. — We insert a letter forwarded to 
us by Mr. Nélaton, but must at the same time remark, that in the 
passage of our article alluded to in this communication, we have no- 
where stated that the eminent Professor, or his learned colleague at the 
Academy consider inversion of the womb as an invariably fatal accident. 
Messrs. Nélaton and Depaul are perfectly aware that in certain instances, 
a sort of tolerance becomes established, which renders the morbid condi- 
tion in questicn not incompatible with life; meeting however with one 
of these far more common cases in which repeated flooding must infallibly 
result in death, the two surgeons were fully authorized to point out the 
perils of inversion of the womb, and to caution their hearers against the 
dangers of manipulations which may induce it. The object of these 
remarks is not in any way to detract from the high interest of the case 
related by our learned subscriber in his letter to Mr. Nélaton, which 
Wwe now subjoin : 


Sir. 

I have just read in the Journal of Practical Medicine and Surgery (Art. 
5937), the history of a fatal case of inverted nterus which occurred in 
your wards. The accident is viewed by Mr. Depaul and by yourself as 
one which must inevitably cause death, if the surgeon does not succeed 
in replacing the organ. Such is fortunately not always the case, and in 
the interest of science, I crave your permission to lay before you a proot 
of this assertion. 

On the 8th of may 1835, I was summoned to La Brancherie, at Bonné- 
table (Sarthe) to a woman, Mrs. Richard, whom a midwife had deli- 





in affections of the bones, and is a mere palliative in tertiary scrofula or 
tuberculosis. 

As it might be dangerous to confide the administration of so active a 
remedy to unskilled hands, Mr. Bouchut prescribes : formula of easy and 
innocuous exhibition : 


R~ Syyupi cinchonew. ss!) 600, Lee L Over 
Sod arseniatis «0562 @ |} es -f + cenor L-ere 
Each tea-spoonful contains j; of a grain of the arseniate; one tea- 
spoonful is at first exhibited, and the dose progressively increased to two, 
three, and five, according’ to the rules Jaid down above for the exhibition 
of the arsenical mixture. 
THE EDITOR. 
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vered on the previous evening, and I was informed that in the night, 
hemorrhage front some unknown cause had supervened. On examination 
per vaginam, I found in the vulva a hard, round substance, of the size of a 
goose’s egg, protruding about two inches beyond the external organs. 
The hand applied to the abdomen was admitted readily into the pelvis. 
The patient, for the purpose of examination, was placed on the edge of 
the bed, in the attitude usually adopted for the insertion of the forceps, 
and I then discovered that the tumour was formed by the inverted womb 
from the inner surface of which exsuded a large quantity of blood. I 
returned the viscus into the vagina, but vainly endeavoured to reinvert it 
through the contracted cervix. The patient was moreover so much 
exhausted, and her pulse was so feeble that I merely plugged the vagina, 
and applied cooling fomentations to the abdomen andthighs. I prescribed 
a table-spoonful of bark wine and a little beef-tea every hour, and recom- 
mended the mother to nurse the child at once. On the following day, 
she was better, and had slept during the night. A fellow-practitioner 
who accompanied me, ascertained also the uterine inversion and suggested 
an attempt to reduce the womb with a wooden rammer wrapped up in 
linen. This advice I declined following, from the fear of rupturing the 
womb or vagina, and again resorted to plugging and persevered in the 
measures previously described. The hemorrhage subsided the next day, 
- several hours of sleep had been enjoyed, the pulse was in a satisfactory 
condition, and the spirits of the patient excellent. The breasts were 
full of milk and the child was thriving. I injected a decoction of soot as 
a detersive, and again plugged the vagina. Milk-fever appeared the 
following night and the next day I was enabled to discontinue the 
plugging. On the fifth day the feverishness subsided, the lochial dis- 
charge was sufficient, sleep was undisturbed and a natural motion was 
passed ; the patient was in good spirits and asked for food; soups, beef-tea 
and bark-wine were allowed. - After a fortnight she considered herself 
cured and ina moth she returned to her avocations and performed her 
usual work. The baby was doing well, the secretion of milk was copious 
and no pain was complained of in the vagina. 


Some sixteen months after, November 2nd 1836, Mrs. Richard con- 
sulted me to ascertain if she might wean the child. She declared that 
her health was excellent and that the inverted uterus oceasioned her no 
manner of inconvenience. With the speculum J ascertained the presence 
of the womb in the vagina, its size was natural, and I distinctly saw the 
apertures of the Fallopian tubes at each angle. I advised her to wean 
the child. Menstruation reappeared three moths later and returned 
regularly down to the year 1846 when it ceased without giving rise to 
any note-worthy symptoms. I have since then frequently seen Mrs. Ri- 
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chard, and for the last time in 1852, before I left that part of the country, 
when her health was still excellent. 


I am, ete. 
L. Guyon (Le Mans). 


SCIENTIFIC MISCELLANEA, 


Art. 5970. NEURALGIA; THE ENDERMIC METHOD; INSERTION OF 
MEDICATED CYLINDERS INTO THE TISSUES.— We are still very far from 
the time when hypodermic injections will be commonly resorted to in prae- 
tice. Wood’s method is doubtless highly valuable, but its general adop- 
tion will be retarded by the necessity of a special apparatus for the per- 
formance of his operation. It is therefore the duty of the press, until 
Pravaz’s syringe becomes more simple and less costly, to indicate the 
improvements of which the old methods are susceptible, and we take this 
occasion to say a few words of the ammoniacal blister, and the hypodermic 
inoculation of solid cylinders containing,active substances, such as sul- 
phate of atropia, salts of morphia, etc. 

We related above the case of a chlorotic patient suffering from obstinate 
neuralgia, who was relieved in Mr. Trousseau’s wards by the application 
of morphia upon the denuded surface of the derm. This treatment is 
not by any means a novelty, but if it often fails or induces unpleasant 
consequences, it is because the necessary precautions are neglected which 
would insure its efficacy. 

In the first place the region where blistering may be mosf rapidly 
effected is the neighbourhood of the mastoid, and in the second the temple 
and neck. In twe minutes a blister may be raised behind the ear with 
the hartshorn ointment; at the temple three minutes are required, and 
four or five for the neck. If these limits of time are exceeded, superficial 
eschars form and indelible marks, which women with reason seldom 
forgive because they might have been avoided. Mr. Trousseau prefers 
the liquor ammoniz to the hartshorn ointment. The former is more 
_ readily obtained than the latter, but its strength should be 24° or 25°. 
This is an essential condition, and can only be realized when the chemist 
keeps the fluid in his cellar, and not in a shop heated by coal or gas. 
The simplest mode of application is with a thimble, nearly filled with 
cotton, on the surface of which a small round of wadding impregnated 
with ammonia is placed. The thimble is then applied to the skin with 
which it is kept in close contact for a more or Jess considerable space of 
time according to the region of the body operated on. 

The dressing of the blister is most important. Mr. Trousseau recom- 
mends the skin to be dricd with a rag and the epidermis to be removed. 
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The application of the powdered medicinal agent, he objects to; the salt 
should be mixed in the palm of the hand with a drop of water, and kneaded 
into a sort of paste which may then be laid over the sore, The latter is 
covered with a shield of oiled-silk to preserve its humidity, and a piece of 
diachylon plaster is applied over all. This dressing should be renewed 
after twelve hours but it is not sufficient merely to apply the active 
substance to the surface of the wound: it is absolutely necessary to 
remove with the dressing-case forceps the false membrane which has formed 
and which, despite its‘thinness, would entirely prevent absorption. And 
finally, if a preparation of morphia is used, it is requisite to be aware that 
it acts rapidly, and should be applied after an interval of four or five hours 
has elapsed since the last meal, else indigestion would follow. 

By this method, and by a renewal of the blister after three days, if 
necessary, we are satisfied that a cure will be effected in numerous cases 
of neuralgia. Should the plan however fail, the practitioner may resort 
either to hypodermic injection, as practised with success by Wood, 
and by Mr. Béhier and others in France, or he may have recourse 
io the medicated cylinders praised by Mr. Lafargue of Saint-Emilion in 
the Bulletin de Thérapeutique (15 January 1861). These cylinders, which 
the inventor also calls tacks, resemble fragments of raw vermicelli. They 
must be,at the same time rigid, and very soluble in water at 104° Fahr. 
To give some idea of this contrivance we supply our readers with the 
formula of the cylinders prepared with sulphate of atropia : 

On the one hand : 


Gum. acecia pully sit voo.scoun nhae.< kee eee 
Ra death, og oh eae Raa 


For a thick mucilage. 

On the other hand : mix very accurately one grain of sulphate 
of atropia with 5; or 4 of a grain of the above mucilage and add very 
finely powdered sngar } gr., for a mass of the consistency of pills. 
It should then be rolled into the shape of a cylinder five inches long 
and somewhat more slender than a knitting needle, divided into frag- 
ments of 1 1 line in length, and dried at a gentle heat. Ifthe opera- 
tions have been carefully conducted 25 small cylinders or tacks will 
thus have been made, containing each 34 gr. of sulphate of atropia, 
The formula is the same for muriate of morphia, sulphate of strychnia, 
veratrine, digitaline, aconitine and delphine. The quantity of sugar 
and gum being increased in proportion to the amount of the active agent 
it is intended each cylinder should contain. 

A needle is also requisite; that used by Mr. Lafargue is a common 
small darning needle the point of which can be shaped by any cutler like 
the extremity of a trochar. 
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Such is the instrumental apparatus; it is used as follows: the skin 
over the painful region should be stretched between the fore-finger and 
thumb of the left hand, and the needle held in the right should be 
rapidly inserted in a slanting direction beneath the derm to a depth of 
about an inch and a half. The needle is then withdrawn, and either 
‘with the fingers or with a forceps, a medicated cylinder is immediately 
introduced in its place. When the tack, less voluminous than the needle 
has entirely disappeared in the wound, it is secured by a shield of coilodion, 
adhesive plaster, a postage stamp or a mere wafer. Thus incarcerated, 
the cylinder soon dissolves, and the physiologival and curative action of 
the remedial agent resorted to becomes apparent in less than a quarter of 
an hour, . 

When the nenralgia occupies the course of a large nerve, such as the 
sciatic, Mr. Lafargue does not confine himself to one puncture but inserts 
several cylinders into the painful points, which Valleix has indicated. 
The poisonous action of atropia must however rot be lost sight of, and 
in order to obviate its injurious effects, one cylinder may be divided into 
several fragments each of which can be separately inserted. ‘This isa 
minor detail, which the sagacity of the practitioner will readily appreciate 
and modify according to circumstances. 


Art. 5971. ADVANTAGES OF THE SOLUTION OF TANNIN IN GLYCE- 
RINE, AND CHLORIDE OF ZINC, IN VAGINITIS AND URETHRITIS. — Our 
readers will doubtless recollect that in 1859 (Art. 5712) we published 
some interesting remarks of Mr. Demarquay, on the treatment of vaginitis 
with plugs impregnated with glycerine and tannin. 

An eminent Belgian practitioner, Professor Soupart, has had frequent 
recourse to this preparation, and some cases observed in his wards and 
recorded in the Annales de la Société de Médecine de Gand, by Dr. Deneffe, 
seem to imply that the solution of tannin in glycerine is likely to become 
a popular remedy for a disease of usually obstinate character. 

Mr. Deneffe relates the history of seven more or less acute cases of 
vaginitis. The solution was used in the following proportions : 


Glyeerime.; 6 ccs leidiace «1 L-O%s 
Oh MEE Foy) choise eevee oes Ke + OZ: 


One of the most conclusive cases is that of a woman who had under- 
ene no treatment whatever, and in whom the local inflammation was 
so violent, that the puriform secretions spontaneously escaped through 
the vulva. The vaginitis had lasted ten days, when the tannin and 
glycerine were first applied on the 9th of January 1860. The treatment 
was persevered in for nine days, when a marked improvement became 
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manifest. It was continued for two days more, and a complete cure was 
effected. | 

With regard to the duration of the treatinent the following is a sum - 
mary of the results : 

Ist case, five applications in ten days. 

2nd case, four ditto in nine days. 

3d case, four ditto in nine days. 

4th case, four ditto in four days. 

5th case, seven ditto in twelve days. 

6th case, five ditto in eight days. 

7th case, eight ditto in thirteen days; nine days being the average 
duration of the treatment in each instance. 

Professor Soupart has improved on Mr. Demarquay’s mode of dressing, 
and increased the dose of tannin, the Paris Surgeon recommending only 
the addition of 2 4 to 5 dr. of tannin to 3 4 oz. of glycerine. Instead 
of filling the vagina with wadding impregnated with the solution, as 
Mr. Demarquay advises, Mr. Soupart merely paints the vaginal walls 
with the remedy. One plug placed at the orifice of the cavity prevents the 
escape of the glycerine. This mode of dressing is less distressing to the 
patients, is also cheaper and as all the folds of the vagina are touched with 
the liquid, the results are more satisfactory. 

The curative effects have been less striking in urethritis. In one case 
of acute inflammation of the glans and foreskin, a cure was effected by 
three injections. The value of a remedy should not however be hastily 
estimated. A mere modification of the dose may cause considerable 
difference in its action. Thus with regard to the chloride of zinc recom— 
mended by Professor Legouest of the Val-de-Grace, for urethritis (Art. 
5686), Mr. Soupart tested the injection in seven cases of acute and three 
of chronic gonorrhea. Once a day the following solution was injected : 


Rig Gaile se a ees SOON 
Zinci chloridi....... Sgr. 


After three or four injections, as Mr. Legouest had stated, the discharge 
was modified, became thinner and less copious. ‘The disease persisted 
however, and altogether the acute forms lasted on the average twenty- 
four days and the chronic cases were not cured under thirty-one days. 
These were unpromising results. Mr. Soupart however was not discour- 
aged and in 4 acute and 5 chronic cases prescribed the injection as 
follows : 

Aq. dest 6.5. eS Bla. 
Zinci-ehloridi. 0's. ss.) 8 ge. 


The phenomena described above were more manifest than in the former 
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series of patients; the inflammatory action was promptly subdued, the 
discharge decreased and improved in character and the cure was much 
more rapidly effected, thirteen days being the average of its duration. 

If these figures are compared with those of the statistics of cases treated 
by cubebs, doubtless the chloride of zinc will not be found much superior 
in efficacy to this drug. Thus Mr. Deneffe informs us that in M. Soupart’s 
wards, the average duration of treatment, in thirty-seven instances of 
acute or chronic urethritis, in which cubebs only were resorted to, was but 
twelve days and a half. The advantage would therefore seem to be with 
cubebs. But the chloride of zinc may be considered as superior, in some 
respects deserving of attention. Thus when the condition of the digestive 
organs does not admit of the use of copaiva or cubeb pepper, when the 
inflammatory state of the urethra forbids injection of nitrate of silver, or 
when it may be important to avoid a course of treatment likely to attrac 
notice, the chloride of zine will be found most useful in private practice 
as it does not stain the linen, is inexpensive, aad has hitherto been perfectly 
innocuous. 


ART. 5972. PROPHYLACTIC TREATMENT-OF SOME MORBID SYMPTOMS 
COINCIDENT WITH LACTATION.— Dr. Paul Delmas has recently published 
in the Union médicale de la Gironde an interesting paper on the pathology 
of the nipple considered with reference to lactation. In contradiction 
with the view adopted by many authors that diseases of the breast in 
nursés are an infirmity fatally incidental to human nature, Mr. Delmas 
asserts that if women intending to nurse had proper information on the 
subject, and were willing to adopt the necessary precautions, nothing 
would be easier than to avoid the distressing symptoms, which change a 
pleasing duty into a painful and protracted martyrdom. 

A few precautionary measures taken in time and _perseveringly 
followed up are sufficient. For two or three months before confinement, 
young mothers should, several times daily, endeavour to stretch the nipple. 
The organ should be grasped at its base or at the areola between the 
finger and thumb, gently pressed and drawn out; this should be done 
repeatedly until the nipple has acquired its full size. Mr. Delmas further 
recommends daily and reiterated lotions with astringent fluids, such as tan- 
nin or bark solutions, or coarse red wine, and the parts to be rapidly dried. 
The breast thus becomes accustomed to exposure, to friction and becomes 
less irritable.” It is, moreover, desirable that the corset should he se 
constructed as not to press upon the bosom, flattening of the nipple 
being often the result of too tightly fitting stays. As to lactation, 
Mr. Delmas is at a loss to conceive why women are advised not to suckle 
before the occurrence of the milk-fever; the colostrum is useful to the 
infant and it is, moreover, highly advantageous to put the child to the 


Arr. 5972. (7e.) 


breast a few hours after delivery, because the gland has not yet acquired 
its full development, and the nipple is more easily seized by the nursling. 
Among the other precautions indicated by the author, we may remark that 
he recommends the mother to prevent the child from chewing as it were, 
the nipple, a habit which loosens the epidermis and facilitates the 
production of chaps and superficial ulcers. 

When from ignorance or carelessness these have supervened, it is, 
necessary to cure them promptly, but the treatment requires much 
patience from both surgeon and patient. 

Ifthe mother persists in nursing, the practitioner’s line of conduct is 
one of no common difficulty. In many instances however, Mr. Delmas 
has found the following pomade useful to the mother, and innocuous to 
the child : 

R. Ung. Cucumis ......6.. 2dr. 
AiNC iOS. o fetes Mies we PST: 
M. 


The ointment should be applied to the nipple twice or three times a 
day. We mentioned last year among the local remedies beneficial in 
such cases, the tincture of benzoin recommended by Mr. Burdel (Art. 5906). 
But whatever ointment, solution or powder be used, it is requisite to clean 
the nipple previously to the application of the medicinal agent. Should. 
_ these measures fail in giving relief, Mr. Delmas has recourse to an 
artificial nipple made of gold beater’s skin, invented by Mr. Valérius; this 
he considers preferable to all other nipple-shields hitherto contrived. 
This new appliance is perforated at its extremity with four or five holes, 
and is covered with an adhesive substance, which fixes it firmly to the 
skin. In order to apply it, the bell-shaped aperture should be moistened, 
and also the nipple and areola. The instrument is then placed on the 
breast, so that its edges should be closely attached to the skin around the 
nipple. This artificial epidermis, if the adaptation has been careful, 
resists the efforts of succion, and affords an effectual protection in cases 
of chaps or ulcers. It may be left two or three days in situ, when the 
parts, which have ceased to adhere, can be readily removed. A second 
artificial shield is then substituted in the place of the first, and in general 
a complete cure is effected in ten days or a fortnight. It is prudent 
however to persevere in this plan for some short time longer, especially 
as this appliance has the great advantage of not disgusting the infant, 
who does not even notice its presence. 

Matters are much simpler when the patient ceases nursing. The chief 
cause of her sufferings being thus removed, the dressings above mentioned 
readily bring about cicatrization of the fissures. With regard to the 
distension of the breasts induced by the discontinuance of lactation, it 
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may be relieved by the use of iodide of potassium, which Mr. Delmas 
considers to be a perfect specific in this case. Our readers have been 
made acquainted with the result of Mr. Koussel’s experiments on the 
subject, and they are fully confirmed by Mr. Delmas’s practice. What- 
ever be the amount of congestion or of swelling of the breast, 7 grains 
of iodide of potassium daily, neither more nor less, will after two days, 
induce diminution and softening of the gland, and a change in the nature 
and quantity of the secretion, which becomes beth more watery and less 
abundant. In some cases a disease, which in France is popularly 
known under the denomination of Poil yields in twenty-four hours, 
rendering a second exhibition of the iodide unnecessary; but in most 
instances, from three to six days are requisite to effect a cure. 


ART. 5973. CHRONIC OTORRH@A; EXTERNAL PHLEBITIS; LOCAL 
APPLICATION OF TINCTURE OF IODINE. — We stated last year that 
Mr. Nélaton had prescribed with advantage instillation of tincture of io- 
dine undiluted, or mixed with glycerine, in order tocheck catarrhal otor- 
rhea (Art. 5801). It may not be unnecessary to remind our readers 
that when the auditory duct is moderately sensitive, the Professor causes 
a few drops of tincture of iodine mixed with twice the quantity of water, 
to be introduced into the ear twice or thrice daily, for several days in 
succession; when, on the contrary, the parts are very tender, he dilutes 
the above solution with equal parts of glycerine. 

This mode of treatment of otorrhoea is not applicable to simple catar- 
rhal inflammation of the ear only. It may also be beneficial in circum- 
stances apparently more unfavourable, and a short time ago, the Filiatre 
Sebesio related a case of otorricea, consequent on partial caries of the petrous 
bone, which during three years had obstinately resisted all kinds of 
treatment, and was entirely cured by Dr. Napolitani who resorted to the 
method in question. The surgeon began by distending with bougies the 
auditory duct, which was obstructed by a kind of polypus; this growth 
was in the first place destroyed with escharotic powders, and when the 
passage was free, injections were performed. During the first week a so- 
lution containing one part of tincture of iodine and ten of distilled water, 
was injected once every day, without inducing any improvement whatever; 
the sanious discharge seemed, on the contrary, to increase, and giddiness 
and smarting within the ear were complained of. The proportions during 
the second week were 2 and 5, without any better results. During the 
third week the strength of the liquid was augmented to 4ths, the discharge 
diminished slightly; but the burning sensation within the ear was of a 
more lasting character. The treatment, however, was persevered in, both 
liquids being combined in equal parts. The morbid secretion then de- 
creased considerably, a result which encouraged Mr. Napolitani to try the 
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undiluted tincture of iodine, which in four injections completely checked 
the running. The patient was allowed one week of rest; some little 
moisture appeared in the duct, but three more injections effected a com- 
plete cure, which has endured ever since. 

Tincture of iodine has been painted over the thoracic walls, for pleuri- 
tic effusion, and Mr. Trousseau has used it occasionally with benefit for 
this purpose. This gentleman applies also the tincture in the same man- 
ner to the abdomen of children, who suffer from torpid digestion. Buta 
peculiar application of the remedy, to which we would now invite the 
attention of our readers, is illustrated in the treatment of a case of acute 
phlebitis, consequent on yenesection. . 


The Presse médicale belge recently records several instances of the kind 
originally published in the Russian Med. Zeitung, by Dr. Spoiret, chief- 
physician of Saint-Mary’s Hospital, at Petersburg. Among these the 
Brussels journal selects the following : 


A vigorous peasant aged thirty, having experienced violent pain in the 
side during his residence at Petersburg, was bled by a regimental surgeon. 
On the very next evening pain, heat, and swelling invaded not only the 
venous wound, but the entire arm, and the patient was admitted into hos- 
pital on the fifth day only after the operation. The arm and fore-arm 
were found to be enormously tumefied; the skin was much distended and, 
of a dark purple colour; a hard, painful, livid cord, of the size of the finger 
protruded under the skin, and extended from the gaping wound of the 
vein almost to the axilla. Inflammation of the brachial vein was evident 
to all who examined the case; and on slight pressure of the neighbouring 
parts, a few drops of pus oozed from the venous aperture. Intense fever 
was present, the pulse was hard and quick, and the thirst extreme, De- 
‘spite the application of sixteen leeches, of mercurial ointment, and tepid 
fomentations assisted by the exhibition of an aperient, the case progressed 
unfavourably and assumed a typhoid character. A violent shivering fit 
occurred at night, followed by burning heat, the pulse being feeble and 
rapid, the tongue dry and covered with sordes, and the countenance much 
altered. These symptoms were turther aggravated by slight wandering, 
and watery motions. Arnica, camphor, and opium were then prescribed 
internally, and at the same time copious frictions with tincture of iodine 
every three hours over the arm, along the inflamed vein and on each side, 
to an extent of about two inches from the bend of the elbow to the axilla. 


After two days perseverance in this treatment, the swelling, hardness 
and pain had much diminished, and the fever subsided. The application 
of tincture of iodine alone was continued twice daily, especially near the 
axilla, where the inflammatory action appeared most intense and a com- 
plete recovery was soon effected. 
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PRESCRIPTIONS AND FORMULAS. 


Art. 5974. Mr. DEVAL’S DISPENSARY. PALPEBRAL AND CONJUNC- 
TIVAL ECCHYMOSIS. CILIARY BLEPHARITIS. — Mr. Deval applies the 
same discutient remedies to ecchymosis whether situated in the lids or be- 
neath the conjunctiva. In both cases, he recommends several times a 
day fomentations with : 


Ra cAqe dest: oe eas 5 Ee 
Ammon. muriatis. .... dr, 
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As to ciliary blepharitis, 2 most obstinate disease, Mr. Deval advises 
to remove the crusts with poultices of flour, or lotions with some tepid 
emollient fluid, and afterwards to apply every night, to the margin of 
the eye-lids, the size of a pea of the following ointment : 


R, Hydvove. nitricoedxyd. 25.66 aie. 2h 
= 5 gr. 
Phumbi acetat. crystall . ....... ite 
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Triturate on a marble slab, so as to obtain a homogeneous pomade. 

_ Mr. Deval lays much stress on the necessity of this ointment being acti- 
vely rubbed in for three or four minutes. It is preferable to perform the 
operation at night in order to secure, without inconvenience to the pa- 
tient, a longer contact of the remedy with the diseased parts. 

Guyomar, M.D. 


Art. 5975. PREPARATION OF A NEUTRAL AND UNALTERABLE S80- 
LUTION OF SESQUI-CHLORIDE OF IRON. — The various modes of pre- 
paration indicated by the Codex and by several chemists, yield a compound 
which readily undergoes decomposition, and cannot be preserved for any 
length of time. Alone the sublimated sesqui-chloride is not open to these 
objections, but the expense entailed in its preparation interferes seriously 
with the general use of the remedy. Mr. sugar a Paris chemist, pre- 
pares it with success as follows : 

A solution of perchloride at 25° is in the first place effected with mu- 
riatic acid and the best iron filings. To avoid oxidation, the liquid is at 
once poured into a number of Woolf’s phials, through which is passed during 
five or six hours, a rapid current of well washed chlorine gas. This time 
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is usually sufficient to cause all the protochloride to pass into the first 
phials in the shape of sesqui-chloride, a circumstance which is readily as- 
certained by testing the fluid with ferrocyanide of potassium. The last 
phials, which have not yet been saturated, are then substituted for the 
first, and if it is desired to render the operation continuous, these are 
filled with a fresh solution of sesqui-chloride of iron. The fiuidis poured 
into a porcelain capsule and exposed for an hour to a heat which should 
never exceed 122° Fahr. At the close of the operations, air is caused to 
circulate through the liquid, so as to remove the last remaining traces of 
’ chlorine. The result is a fluid at 29-32°, which may be concentrated 
or diluted at will by allowing the evaporation to continue, or by the addi- 
tion of a small quantity of distilled water. 

The sesqui-chloride of iron thus prepared is neutral and may he pre- 
served unchanged, whereas the salt, obtained by other methods, becomes 
decomposed in a very few days. 

The neutral solution of sesqui-chloride is perfectly translucid without 
filtration. No rusty deposits form, and its colour is of a bright saffron 
hue. Its taste is excessively astringent, but not acid like that of all the 
other solutions of sesqui-chloride. Its composition at 30° (Baumé) is: 

Water, 74; Anhydrous sesqui-chloride of iron, 26. 


Art. 5976. A NEW MODE OF PREPARATION OF SULPHUROUS BATHS. 
-—- Under the denomination of hepar sulphuris or sulphate of potash, 
druggists and bathing-establishments supply the public with sulphuret of 
soda or a mixture of sulphuret of soda and of potash. This compound, 
when recently prepared, has pretty nearly the same virtues as hepar sul- 
phuris and is less expensive; but it is decomposed in time, becomes efflo- 
rescent, and barely tinges the water of the bath. In order to remedy 
these disadvantages, Mr. Cazac proposes the following plan in the 
Journal de Toulouse : 


R. Quick-lime> . .% ¢ 23 4017 120-parts. 
Sulphur... SOL WO. Mei eb Olid? 


Mix after extinction of the lime, in 2000 parts of water, boil in a cast 
iron vessel, and when the lime and sulphur are dissolved, add 200 parts 
of carbonate of potash. Filter and evaporate to dryness. 

A dry sulphuret is thus obtained equivalent.in weight to one-third of 
the liquid. 

Mr. Cazac remarks that by this method it would be difficult to supply 
cheaply the materials for a single bath ; but eight or ten can easily be 
thus prepared and afterwards divided; patients moreover seldom take one 
sulphurous bath only. 
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This preparation requires much care, aud can be effected only in the 
laboratory of a chemist; hence it secures precision in the treatment, and 
it is highly desirable that its therapeutic value be tested by practical 
experiment. 


Art. 5977. 
LEARNED SOCIETIES. 


ACADEMY OF ScreNcES.—Among the questions which most narrowly 
interest pnblic health, Mr. Legrand du Saulle brings forward one which, 
in his opinion, is deserving of more attention than it usually receives, 
viz. the insalubrity of cafés and.taverns. Our learned confrére endeavours, 
in a paper which he recently communicated to the Academy of Sciences, 
chiefly to demonstrate the influence of the heated, and unhealthy atmo- 
sphere of coffee-rooms, on the production of cerebral disease. 

This atmosphere is especially injurious in winter. A crowd of persons 
spend several hours of the day, and more frequently of the evening, ina 
medium in which the most obvious laws of hygiene are totally disre- 
garded. To the stimulating effects of tea, coffee, and ardent spirits, the 
frequenters of such establishments add the exciting influence of politics, 
gaming, and animated conversation. The confined air is further rendered 
improper for the purposes of respiration, by the combustion of gas, the 
fumes of tabacco, the vapours of alcohol, and the poisonous effluvia ema- 
nating from the skin and lungs of a mass of persons, crowded into a 
narrow space. In many instances, the individuals who have acquired 
an inveterate habit of resorting to such places, undergo in various 
degrees a peculiar sort of poisoning which indicates, by unquestionable 
symptoms, a tendency of blood to the head. 

Mr. Legrand du Saulle conceives that three distinct stages of this 
yariety of congestion can readily be discriminated, and he describes 
them as follows: 

1. The entire system seems to suffer, and the countenance is wan; 
digestion being performed in a medium highly improper fox respiration, 
becomes torpid, and the first signs of flatuient dyspepsia appear. On 
leaving the café, redness of the face and slight headache, which open air 
promptly dispels, are observable, sleep is heavy, and the temper becomes 
impatient. The mind, so far, remains unimpaired. 

2. The features are jaded, appetite decreases, and eccentric tastes are 
observed; constipation becomes habitual, the eyes are often moist and 
bear the light with more difficulty; the sense of smell disappears, and the 
genital powers are impaired; the temper is uncertain and restless; apti- 
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tude for mental application obviously diminishes, memory loses its power, 
attention can no longer be concentrated on any one object, and domestic 
affections lose their influence. 

3. The features wither, respiration is somewhat embarrassed, and the 
pulse occasionally intermittent; the digestive functions continue to be 
disturbed, sleep is restless, the eyes bright, but vision imperfect, hearing 
indistinct, and sexual appetite deficient; the feelings are unduly sensitive 
and tears escape without adequate reason; the subject is absent and 
eccentricities of conduct are noticeable; muscular fatigue is easily induced, 
from time to time the movements are uncertain, sensations of cold, with 
numbness of the extremities, are experienced, and the body bends slightly 
to one side. 

One step further, and, without transition, the domain of cerebral patho- 
logy will be reached, and congestion of the brain will strike down the 
patient. 

The above peculiar condition is compatible with apparent health, 
activity, and the practice of all professions, especially during the two 
earlier stages. The sufferers are totally unaware of their state, and do 
not perceive the speed with which they are hurried on to their doom. 

This kind of slow congestive poisoning is entirely distinct from all the 
various forms of alcoholism; thus it occurs in many perfectly temperate 
persons, who never indulge to excess, but who, after taking a cup of 
coffee, often without any admixture of spirits, spend each day one or 
several hours in the smoking-room of taverns. They fade away, become 
liable to congestion, and to gradual asphyxia, from the mere fact of the 
daily inhalation of air, too much ‘heated and unfit for respiration. 

It is difficult to estimate, even by approximation, what period of time 
is necessary to induce the premonitory characteristics towards which Mr. 
Legrand du Saulle invites our attention. In general, says he, young men 
resist with much energy the injurious tendencies alluded to, and sometimes 
six or eight years of assiduous frequentation of taverns are required, before 
the prodromic and transitory signs of the first stage make their appearance. 
When, however, the paleness of the countenance, dyspepsia and slight 
headache are present, intoxication is manifest, and if the same cause 
continues to operate, the same effects will also persist and acquire in- 
creased gravity. 

The symptoms are, on the contrary, much more rapidly induced when 
the habit of frequenting taverns is indulged in later in life, and by strong, 
plethoric, full-blooded subjects, aged from forty to fifty-five, ata time 
of life when indulgence after severe and protracted labour, is enjoyed in 
doubly fatal inactivity. 

Retired merchants especially and officers in garrison suffer much from 
the ill effects of the deleterious atmosphere of cafés. Army surgeons are 
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fully aware of the extreme frequency, of sometimes promptly fatal cerebral 
symptoms, in officers on the eve of retiring from the service. The abuse 
of fermented liquids is doubtless a very active cause of these attacks; but 
officers who have remained strictly temperate, but have frequented tayerns 
in the society of their comrades, are often similarly afflicted. 

Mr. Legrand du Saulle is satisfied that the distant premonitory signs, 
which he classifies into the first and second stages, may be almost cer- 
tainly checked by the complete cessation of previous habits; thus officers 
who towards the age of forty marry, sei in general, their mode of life, 
and greatly improve in health. 

In addition to general paralysis, of far more common occurrence in 
men than in women, Mr. Legrand du Saulle conceives that a host of cere- 
bral diseases, originating in congestion, are induced in one case out of ten 
by the injurious effects of the atmosphere of taverns. 

The practical conclusion of Mr. Legrand du Saulle’s paper is that cafés 
are open to much improvement in respect to ventilation, particularly in 
winter, and that old habits must cease to be indulged in, as soon as the 
first symptoms above described make their appearance. 


AcADEMY OF MEDICINE.—Our readers are familiar with Mr. Sales- 
Girons’s ingenious apparatus for the introduction into the bronchi of pul- 
verized and medicated water. Mr. Bouillaud read a report on another 
idea of our learned fellow-practitioner, which is closely connected with 
the first, and consists in endeavouring to protect pulmonary ulcers, by 
causing the patients to inhale air, charged with balsamic and pyrogenic 
substances. Mr. Sales-Girons considers the oxygen of the air as a stimu- 
lant equally injurious to wounds and to pulmonary excavations. Now 
experiment shows that the substances above alluded to, absorb about 5 per 
cent of the oxygen of air, and this circumstance may, therefore, be taken 
advantage of practically, by merely contriving some apparatus calculated 
to place, at the orifice of the inspiratory organs, a sort of bath of liquid 
tar or of some volatile substance, which may be conveyed into the lungs 
at each inspiration. This apparatus we are already supplied with in the 
respirator in common use in England and in Germany; Mr. SalessGirons 
places the substance to be inhaled between two layers of the texture of 
the respirator, and applies the instrument to the mouth and nose. Mr. 
Bouillaud, while commending the idea of the inventer, could not but. regret 
that it was presented to the Academy, unsupported by the evidence of a 
sufficient number of cases. 


— Mr. de Kergaradee read a paper entitled: On the obligation of per- 
forming the Czsarian section after the death of the mother. The author 
related the following case, on which the memoir is founded: 

A woman died on the eve of labour: the surgeon withdrew without 
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complying with the request, not of the patient’s relatives, but of the 
parish priest, to perform the Cesarian operation and extract the child. 
The medical practitioner having thus retired, the clergyman summoned a 
common farrier, and ordered him to open the body, The incision being 
performed, the clumsy operator was unable to conclude his task, and left 
its completion to village gossips who, somehow, extracted from the gaping 
wound a still-born child, which they handed to the priest. 

When is the Cesarian operation an imperative duty for the obstetrician ? 
In the absence of an authorized practitioner, or on his refusal to interfere, 
does the duty of supplying his place devolve upon any one who may 
chance to be present, and who may consider it a conscientious obligation 
to operate? Such isthe twofold question of forensic medicine which Mr. 
de Kergaradec entered upon, and which he solved as follows: 

1. Legally, the Code fixing at the onehundred and eightieth day of preg- 
nancy the period at which the foetus becomes viable, in the case of any 
gravid woman happening to die after this date, the Ceesarian section 
should be performed when it is impossible to extract the child through the 
natural passages. 

2. In a medical point of view, the obligation obtains much earlier, 
medical jurists and obstetricians not being in a position absolutely to 
deny the possibility that a foetus of five, and more especially of six months, 
may, as an exception to the general rule, be capable of living. 

3. Theologically the obligation extends to every case of pregnancy, 
whatever be its date. 

4. All special treatises on the question direct the practitioner to ascer- 
tain, in the first place, that death has really occurred, and in the second 
to operate with as much care as if tlhe patient were alive. The reluctance 
to the section post mortem is, therefore, unaccountable, and the refusal to 
perform the operation reposes on no legitimate grounds, when the positive 
existence of death is proved. 

5. The police regulations relative to post mortem examinations are in- 
applicable in this instance. Thus all authors agree in the necessity of 
active interference as soon as possible after the decease of the mother. 

6. On the other hand, however, an interval of several hours, of one or 
more days, the circumstance even of inhumation do not exonerate the 
practitioner from affording the assistance of his professional skill. 

7. Neither can he allege, as motives of refusal, certain causes of death, 
such as acute disease, bodily injuries, assassination, strangling, poison- 
ing, ete. 

8. The clergyman who, for the purposes of baptism requires the opera- 
tion to be performed on the body of a woman, who has died in a state of 
pregnancy, does not accomplish a civil function, but fulfils a strict duty 
imposed on him by his spiritual character. 
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9. He, therefore, cannot be called on to solicit from the civil authorities 
a permission which might be withheld. 

10. Finally the parish priest- who, in the absence of the surgeon, or in 
consequence of the formal refusal of the latter, causes the operation to be 
instituted by an unskilled person, or who, in cases of absolute necessity, 
proceeds himself to its performance, should be open to no legal action for 
his conduct. In all justice blame should devolve on that individual only 
whose refusal has entailed the melancholy necessity. 

Mr. de Kergaradec’s communication will be the theme of future discus- 
sion, together with Mr. Devergie’s report, relative to the same subject, on 
Mr. Hatin’s paper. In the name of the other members of the committee, 
Messrs. Adelon and Tardieu, Mr. Devergie stated that the committee had 
unanimously agreed, that the present legislatioa amply protected the pro- 
fessional rights of the surgeon and distinctly pointed out his duties, 
hence that the Academy was in nowise called upon to express an opinion 
on the subject. This leariued society has, however, decided on the ad- 
journment of the debate, and we shall, therefore, have to revert to the 
point of deontology which Messrs. Hatin and de Kergaradec have treated 
in so opposite a spirit. 


— Professor Trousseau then read a short paper on apoplectiform cere- 
bral congestion viewed with regard to epilepsy: 

‘Tt is a prevalent opinion, gentlemen,”’ said the learned member, 
‘*that apoplectiform cerebral congestion is a very common disease, and the 
idea is so generally received, that any doubt expressed on the subject 
is likely to excite no little surprise. During the two years which I spent 
at the Lunatic Asylum of Charenton, as clinical-clerk, I witnessed, or 
conceived that I witnessed, numerous cases of apoplectiform congestion, 
and since then I fancied I had seen many instances in my practice or in 
hospital. For fifteen years, however, Ihave met with none. My fellow- 
practitioners, however, observe as many cases of the complaint as before ; 
either, therefore, I am or they are in error, and I, of course, conceive them 
to be mistaken, or I should adhere to their view. 

‘‘ Let us inquire into the matter. 

‘A man, With or without any premonitory symptoms, is suddenly 
struck down by apoplexy, and for a quarter of an hour, an hour, or more, 
be remains dull, his mind is confused, and his gait uncertain; on the 
morrow he is perfectly restored. 

‘The patient is said to have had apoplectic congestion of the brain. 
I also have used the same language, but I have ceased for fifteen years 
to do so. 

‘‘ Another individual is suddenly seized, while walking, with giddiness, 
his vision becomes indistinct, his speech embarrassed, a few unintelligible 
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words are muttered; he staggers, and occasionally falls, but immediately 
rises again. The attack has lasted but a few seconds, slight headache 
remains, and sometimes a transitory obfuscation of the intellect, but in 
three or four minutes he recovers himself entirely. 

‘* The patient is again said to have had a mild attack of cerebral 
congestion; | have used the same words, but. have ceased for fifteen years 
to do so. 

‘« What has caused me to alter my opinion? Not assuredly an idle love 
of paradox, buta different conviction has forced itself gradually upon me, 
from the observation of facts.” 

Mr. Trousseau then related certain cases illustrative of both the forms 
of cerebral disease above referred to, and continued as follows: 

‘¢ Since my attention has been s6licited to these phenomena, I have 
inquired carefully, whenever I was consulted for a person thus attacked, 
whether from time to time sudden, transitory fits of giddiness had been 
observed in the day; whether such paroxysms of vertigo had not more 
frequently occurred at night; whether the fits had been ushered in by any 
spasmodic movements, and almost invariably, when witnesses had been 
present at the time, I was enabled to ascertain the undoubted existence of 
convulsive action. — When the symptoms occurred at night, during 
sleep, I was informed that urine had escaped involuntarily, or that for 
some days the tongue had been painful; that the face, forehead and neck 
had been covered with small specks of ecchymosis analogous to flea-bites, 
also that the accidents returned at short intervals, without leaving any 
permanent traces. In short when inquired into with a sincere desire to 
arrive at the truth, the cases resolved themselves into genuine epilepsy. 

‘¢ Not a month elapses, without my being consulted by individuals 
suspected of apoplexy, or mild cerebral congestion, who are merely 
suffering from epilepsy. 

‘¢ The vertigo of epilepsy frequently asserts its presence by symptoms, 
which are invariably attributed to congestion of the brain, and towards 
which physicians, specially engaged in the study of insanity, have long 
since invited the attention of the profession. After the attack, a delirium 
of a few minutes’ duration is occasionally noticed; this aberration of 
mind may even be protracted. The annals of justice and police reports 
abound with accounts of suicides and murders, too frequently referred by 
physicians to cerebral congestion, whereas they are the result of epilepsy. 
It may even safely be asserted, that if a man, who has presented no 
previous mental disturbance, or any sign of lunacy or furor, and who is 
not under the influence of ardent spirits, or of other substances likely to 
affect powerfully his nervous system, commits suicide or murder, he is 
epileptic, and has suffered from a complete paroxysm or more commonly 
from epileptic vertigo. 
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‘¢ These criminal acts, are, I repeat it, attributed by most observers to 
transitory cerebral congestion, because the paroxysm has escaped detection, 
and because the vertigo is seldom recognised. 

‘* Another cause operates in preventing the disease from being properly 
understood; namely, the reluctance of families to reveal even to profes- 
sional men the existence of this dire complaint. 

‘*T must acknowledge that one convulsive form may be readily mistaken 
for congestion of the brain. It happens sometimes, very seldom, however, 
that, in the incipient stage of an epileptic paroxysm, the tonic period, 
during which the muscles of the chest are in a state of absolute rigidity, 
lasts two or three minutes, instead of enduring but fifteen or thirty 
seconds as usual, and that death is induced by asphyxia, during the fit, 
as in tetanus, in the same manner as in animals poisoned by strychnia, 
by a mechanism which was demonstrated some forty years ago by our 
learned colleague Mr. Ségalas. As in this instance, no clonic convulsions 
have been present, the spasms best known to unprofessional witnesses, 
as during the entire duration of the fit, the countenance has been turgid, 
and the blood-vessels of the neck distended and knotty, as, moreover, 
enormous congestion of a passive kind has really been present, analogous 
to that produced by effort, active congestion is supposed to have taken 
place, when after all the patient has expired in a genuine eclamptic or 
epileptic fit. 

‘*T am confident that if those among my colleagues, who direct their 
attention especially to the diseases of parturient women and of infants, 
appeal to their recollection, they will probably adopt my opinion. 

*¢ Another disease, continually referred to congestion of the brain, is 
giddiness induced by gastric disturbance. This singular form of neuro- 
sis is marked by the following characteristics : when the patient suddenly 
moves in bed, he feels his couch revolving with him; if he rises, and 
looks upwards, the giddiness increases, surrounding objects turn round, 
the subject staggers, and is sometimes unable to stand. At the same 
time excessive nausea and frequently vomiting supervene. The sufferers 
view these symptoms as the result of cerebral congestion, and most physi- 
cians consider them in the same light. Blood-letting, cupping, leeches, 
mustard poultices, etc., are resorted to, to dispel the alleged GOP eres 
which these sures ometer remedies do not fail to increase. 

‘¢ These attacks are more nearly akin to syncope and are therefore the 
exact converse of congestion; and prodigious as this may appear, it is 
however true, that too many practitioners even now misapprehend the 
nature of such cases, and confound the tendency to syncope with cerebral 
congestion. 


° ° ° . « . e e ° ° ° e e ° ° . e e ° ° e e e 


‘‘T would not, gentlemen, be understood absolutely to deny the 
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existence of cerebral congestion. I fully admit the possibility of hypere- 
mia or congestion of the brain, which it would be folly to doubt; but I 
assert that what has been denominated apoplectiform congestion of the brain 
is in most instances an epileptic or eclamptic manifestation, and some- 
times a mere fainting fit, and I say moreover that frequently mere vertigo, 
due to a bad condition of the stomach, or to disease of the ear, has been 
improperly referred to congestion of the encephalon. 


‘«Tf the positions I have assumed are correct, you will doutless concede 
that the counter-irritants and antiphlogistic measures continually adopted 
for the relief of the alleged congestions should be more sparingly used, 
and that other indications of treatment must be sought for, more in har- 
mony with a correct appreciation of the various conditions, hitherto too 
frequently confounded under one appellation. ” 


This interesting communication gave rise to a short debate which will 
continue for several meetings, and which we shall revert to in our next 
number. 


Society or SurGERY. — The meetings during the past month were 
occupied by the presentation of specimens of morbid anatomy which gave 
rise to no deductions important to surgical practice. 


At its annual meeting of January 9, the Society awarded the prize 
established by J. R. Duval to Dr. Cavasse, late interne of the hospitals 
of Paris, and the author of a thesis entitled : An essay on traumatic frac- 
ture of the cartilages of the larynw. Honorable mention was also made of 
the name of Dr. Dubarry for his Researches on cataract. 


; 


Mr. Legouest read a panegyric on the late Professor Bégin. This 
remarkable piece of oratory was received with unanimous applause; 
Mr. Legouest ably descanted on the high qualities of Mr. Bégin as a 
military surgeon, as an author, and an administrator. 


Mr. Broca read a panegyric of Lenoir one of the founders of the 
Anatomical and Surgical Societies. He described how brilliantly Lenoir 
had entered the profession, praised his expertness as an operator, and his 
excellent judgment. Lenoir undoubtedly was admirably gifted for the 
practice of surgery, but was unfortunately prevented by a cruel disease 
from realising the expectations he had raised. For fifteen years, he was 
continually interrupted in his labours by severe suffering, and on his 
death-bed, his last thoughts were for his unfinished volume, An atlas 
complementary to all existing works on obstetrics. 
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Art. 5978. Clinique médicale sur les maladies des femmes (A clinical 
treatise on diseases of women), by G. Bernutz, M.D., physician of the 
Hospital of La Pitié, and EK. Goupil, M.D., physician of the hospitals of 
Paris (1). 


This work, the first volume of which is now issued. is not a dogmatic 
ireatise of diseases of women. Fearful of undertaking a task, which 
they consider an impossible one, in the actual state of science, the authors 
have confined themselves to the production of a series of monographs on 
the principal questions of their subject, in which they have more especially 
studied the clinical aspect of the diseases under consideration. The 
present volume is divided inte three sections: the first is devoted to the 
symptoms induced by retention of the catamenia; the second treats of 
peri-uterine hematocele, and the third of intra-pelvic hemorrhage in 
extra-uterine pregnancy. Thus the first paper is but an introduction. 
to the second, of which the third is but the corollary; hence, although 
distinct from each other, these various parts are connected by one. 
common link. 

In the memoir on the symptoms consequent on retention of the 
menses, which is entirely from the pen of Mr. Bernutz, the author chiefly 
attempts to show that this retention is the primary cause of numerous 
morbid conditions erroneously referred to congestion, inflammation, 
sanguineous, or puriform effusion, ete. ‘*] shall not venture,’’ says the 
author, ‘‘ to cast any doubt on the frequent occurrence of inflammation 
of the womb or of its appendages, or on the connexion of such inflam- 
mation with peritoneal irritation, when congestion has swerved from 
its natural type. Neither do 1 deny the formation of phlegmon of the 
broad ligaments under the same influence, but I conceive that in many 
instances, morbid congestion, or inflammation is consequent on improper 
excretion of the catamenia, and is dependent on the action of the incar- 
cerated fluid, and on the reaction of the organs which endeavour to expel 
it. In the cases I bring forward, the primary phenomenon seems to ma 
the retention of the excrementitial liquid, the secretion of which, often 
insufficient, it is true, is yet continuous although indicated by no out- 
ward symptom. 

Mr. Bernutz describes eight kinds of menstrual retention, caused by : 

Imperforation (congenital or acquired previously to puberty), of the 
valvo-uterine duct. 

See AIS RCE Eee te ee? 


(1) One vol. 8vo. with plates, Chamerot, Paris, 
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Obliteration subsequent to puberty. 

Congenital strictures or cicatrices of the vagina or os uteri. 

Stricture of the os uteri, whatever may have been its cause. 

Morbid growths within the cavity of the cervix (polypi), or dysmenor- 
rheea resulting from obstruction by false membranes. 

Uterine deviation, and especially flexion. 

Spasmodic contraction of the duct, or at least-of its most important 
part, the cervix. 

Preternatural condition (congenital or acquired) of the ovary or ducts. 

The onset, progress, diagnosis, consequences, and terminations of 
these different varieties are the theme of attentive and conscientious 
inquiry which does much credit to the author as a clinical observer. On 
the subject of treatment, he entersinto less detail; indeed asthe indications 
vary with the cause in each case, it was difficult to do more than indicate 
the general direction of the medication; we may however state some 
points on which Mr. Bernutz lays especial stress. In the first place he 
insists on the necessity of early operation in cases of congenital imper- 
foration, aud relates numerous cases which show that surgical interposi- 
tion, in appearance perfectly harmless, frequently entails fatal consequences 
when much distension has been permitted to occur. It is likewise highly 
important to exercise no pressure upon the abdomen, as this procedure 
might occasion immediate effusion of the blood into the peritoneal cavity, 
with rapidly fatal results. Mr. Bernutz further advises the surgeon to 
operate eight or ten days after menstruation, the most favourable time 
for interference being that, in which the organs are most quiescent. As to 
the operation itself, he recommends the following plan; instead of a liberal 
incision of the hymen, cervix or vaginal diaphragm, which proved fatal 
in four cases recorded in the volume, the author proposes the use of a 
small hydrocele trochar supplied with a gold-beaters’ skin tube, to prevent 
too rapid depletion of the uterus, and sudden retraction of that viscus, 
which might be followed by contraction of the tubes, a circumstance much 
to be dreaded. For the same reason, Mr. Bernutz rejects the use of a 
permanent catheter after puncture, and if the escape of blood is inter- 
rupted, reiterated puncture should be resorted to in preference, until the 
greater part of the incarcerated blood having been removed, a broad 
incision of the obstructing membrane, and appropriate means of dilatation 
can be employed, to secure the future perviousness of the passages. 

Hematocele naturally occupies an important place in the work before 
us. The history of effusions of blood within the pelvis is however so 
complicated, that the authors have found it necessary to consider it in 
two distinct chapters. In the first M. Bernutz studies peri-uterine hema- 
tocele and its several forms ‘irrespectively of gestation; Mr. Goupil, in 
the second, describes intra-pelvic hemorrhage coincident with extra-ute- 
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rine pregnancy. In the opinion of both authors, the extravasation of 
blood, taken apart from its morbid cause, is undeserving of the denomi- 
nation of disease. Retro-uterine hematocele is a morbid manifestation 
which Mr. Bernutz reduces to its etiological elements, a determination 
‘which must guide the practitioner in the discovery of the leading indica- 
tions of treatment, and of the measures most likely to avert a return of 
the symptom at a more or less considerable interval of time. Mr. Bernutz 
has doubtless rendered essential service and much elucidated this ques- 
tion, by thus simplifying the matter; but he perhaps takes too little ac- 
count of the sanguineous effusion which, once formed, becomes a morbid 
unit which may induce from its mere presence, irrespectively of its origin, 
a new train of symptoms. 

The various forms of peri-uterine sanguineous effusion may, according 

to My. Bernutz, of course the womb not being impregnated, be reduced 
with regard to semeiology and therapeutics to three distinct varieties, 
Viz. 
Hematocele from the rupture of a blood-vessel, or from the laceration 
of one of the organs of generation. The intra-peritoneal effusion which 
occurs without any premonitory signs, is characterized by the series of 
symptoms expressive of internal abdominal hemorrhage ; 

Hematocele consequent upon some obstruction to the excretion of the 
menses; here the pelvic hemorrhage occasions in general severe perito- 
nitis, and its sudden and well marked invasion has been preceeded by 
the signs characteristic of retention of the catamenia. 

Hematocele consequent on exaggeration of the secretion of blood from 
the organs of generation. The progress of the effusion is often insidious, 
generally supervenes during flooding, gives rise to comparatively indis- 
tinct peritonitis, andis attended by signs of exhaustion or anemia, accor- 
ding to its peculiar cause. 

In hematocele indicative of some cachectic state of the system, it is 
proper to apply leeches once, in the incipient period of the intra-perito- 
neal effusion, in which acute inflammatory action is present, but blood- 
letting should not again be resorted to until the return of the menses. 
During this interval of two catamenial periods, the practitioner will 
endeavour to check further extravasation of blood by prescribing absolute 
repose in a horizontal attitude, powerfully narcotic, cold and tepid poul- 
tices, anodyne injections, the internal exhibition of tannin and ratanhy and 
a prudent use of tonics. In addition to this general course of treatment, 
which may of course be modified according to the requirements of each 
case, Mr. Bernutz recommends opium in large doses, until enduring narco- 
tic effects have been induced, when the patient is highly irritable or 
suffers from obstinate vomiting, and complains of pain from distension 
of the abdomen. In this latter case, the author rejects puncture, but 
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opium thus prescribed for unconquerable vomiting seems in one case 
which he relates, to haye powerfully aided the absorption of the hematic 
tumour, by removing the congestion consequent on pain; should the 
pain increase or return with the next menstrual period, M. Bernutz does 
not hesitate, despite the anemic condition of the patient, on the very day 
on which the menses are expected, to apply leeches to the cervix uteri, in 
order to check any tendency to morbid congestion, and induce absorption 
which then often proceeds rapidly. The first catamenial epoch having 
thus passed without accident, Mr. Bernutz for the first time resorts to 
chalybeates, to packing in the wet sheet, and nutritions diet, measures 
which may be combined advantageously with the exhibition, every third 
day, of $adrachm or one drachm of cinchona cordifolia, the virtues of 
which are highly prized by Mr. Trousseau. 

This rapid sketch sufficiently indicates the interest which attaches to 
the remarkable volume before us. Were we to venture upon any criti- 
cism, we would say that the cases are somewhat long and too numerous, 
and do not always by their conclusion entirely satisfy the expectation of 
the reader. With the exception of this slight imperfection, we can only 
bestow encomiums on the excellent spirit in which the work is written, and 
express a wish that the industrious authors will persevere in their useful 
labours, and carry on with the same success the important task they have 
so prosperously begun. 


Art. 5979. Nouveau tratié élémentaire d’anatomie descriptive (The ele- 
ments of descriptive anatomy), by A. Jamain, M.D., Surgeon of the hospi- 
tals of Paris (1). 

Manuel de petite chirurgie (A hand=book of minor surgery), by the same 
author (2). 

Nouveau formulaire magistral (An abridged pharmacopeia), by A. Bou- 
chardat, M.D., Professor of Hygiene at the School of Medicine of Paris (3). 


We review under one head these three useful works, for which the 
name of their authors is a suflicient recommendation to the favour of the 
public. 

Dr. Jamain, a member of the Anatomical Society, surgeon of the 
hospitals of Paris, and a disciple of the late lamented Després, was well 
fitted for the task of writing a treatise of anatomy, intended to remove the 
difficulties the student encounters on the threshold of his profession. 
This is the object of the volume before us, but, inour opinion, Mr. Jamain 





(1) One vol. 12mo. Germer-Bailliére, Paris. 
(2) One vol. 12mo. Germer Bailliére. 
(3) One vol. 18mo. Germer Bailliére. 
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has been too modest, his Elements of descriptive anatomy are not only a safe 
guide for the young student, but deserve to be considered as a summary 
interesting to the practitioner, whocannot avail himself of the advantages 
of the dissecting room, and who, at a given moment, requires to refresh 
his recollection by a reference to various details of anatomical knowledge 
which may have escaped his memory. In this respect, no work will be 
found more precise, more complete, and more fully in harmony with the 
progress of modern science. 

The Handbook of minor surgery, by the same author, has also been 
written for the use of students. But together with elementary informa- 
tion, it contains parts which will be found valuable to all. The carefully 
executed plates which adorn this little volume convey a correct idea of 
a host of methods of deligation which description would but imperiectly 
explain. We may especially notice the bandages for fractures invented 
by Messrs. Nelaton, Jules Roux, Gaillard (of Poitiers), Houzelot, and 
Morvel-Lavallée. Mr. Jamain, however, lays especial stress on immove- 
able dressings. Not only does he describe in fuller detail the various 
kinds of apparatus enumerated in his former editions, but he also repre- 
sents and delineates new systems, such as Mr. Richet’s stucco bandage, 
Mr. Merchie’s moulded apparatus, and Mr. Burggraeve’s wadding dres- 
sings. Another section of the book is devoted to glycerine dressings, to 
surgical drainage, to guita-percha and chloride of zinc caustic cylinders, ete. 
We, therefore, consider ourselves fully justified in stating that this work 
does not address beginners merely, and that practitioners may also derive 
useful information from its pages. | 


Mr. Bouchardat is fond of manuals; we generally like what we succeed 
in. The eminent Professor’s abridged pharmacopeia has now reached its 
tenth edition. Itis a valuable compendium in which the author carefully 
classifies all recent discoveries in therapeutics, pharmacology, hygiene, 
toxicology, ete. This year, Mr. Bouchardat ushers in his book with an 
interesting notice on the subject of the hospitals, asylums, and home 
assistance bestowed by the city of Paris. 

The task of the administration of public charities in Paris is singularly 
arduous. In 1807 the total number of individuals admitted into the 
hospitals amounted to 37,743; it rose to 41,000 in 1817, and in 1827 it 
exceeded 53,000; at the present day 12,689 aged or infirm persons 
are altogether supported in the asylums, 83,643 patients are annually 
received into hospital, 4,600 foundlings are every year cared for, 16,000 
are placed in the country, and upwards of 400 are apprenticed to various 
trades; and 30,000 destitute families are, moreover, relieved at their 
homes. , 

Before the Hotel-Dieu is swallowed up in the projected improvements 
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of Paris, Mr, Bouchardat is anxious to reinstate it in public opinion. 
The mortality in this institution has been enormously exaggerated, and 
Mr. Bouchardat demonstrates by figures that, under existing circum- 
stances, the average number of annual deaths in its wards is not superior 
to what is observed in any other hospital in Paris. 

Mr. Bouchardat also remarks that the mortality observed among found- 
lings is truly appaling, the greater number of these poor abandoned 
infants perishing from induration of the cellular tissue. The most 
commonly fatal diseases after sclerema are thrush, diarrhcea, and jaun- 
dice. Thrush is induced in the foundling hospital by the bad quality of 
the milk, which will improve when only the administration will deter- 
mine upon feeding cows on its own farms. 

Mr. Bouchardat’s notice will be read with pleasure, and his formulary 
will be consulted with much advantage. The latter is followed by a 
tabular synopsis of natural and artificial mineral waters, by a therapeutic 
conspectus, and by a description of the assistance to be rendered in cases 
of asphyxia and drowning. 
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MISCELLANEA. 


— By an Imperial decree Messrs. Gueillot, Paul Carteron, and Bardy- 
Delisle have been appointed to preside over the mutual benefit societies of 
Vouziers and Rethel (Ardennes), and of the Departments of the Aube and 


Dordogne. 


— In consequence of Mr. Ricord’s resignation, of Mr. Després’s death, 
and of Mr. Guersant’s retirement, Dr. Cusco, surgeon of La Salpétriére, 
has been removed to the Hépital du Midi, Dr. Broca to Bicétre, Mr. Gi- 
raldés to the Hospital for Infancy, Mr. Follin to La Salpétriére, and Mr, 
Depaul to the Foundling Institution. The three latter gentlemen were 
surgeons of the central office for public assistance. 


— Dr. Clerc, one of our most eminent syphiliographers, who for five years 
has filled the situation of physician to the Dispensary of the City of Paris, 
has been appointed physician to the Institution of Saint-Lazare, vice, the 
late Dr. Delamorlidre. 


— The Medical Association of the Marne recently brought an action 
before the police courts, against two alleged somnambulists of Fismes, 
who had previously been condemned as unlicensed practitioners of 
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medicine, with results analogous to those which followed a prosecution 
of the same kind instituted by the Association of Provins. 

The woman Gervais was condemned to 61. damages, and the woman 
Billot to 22. 

These indemunities, being devoted to charitable purposes, will have a 
doubly beneficial effect: increasing the fund intended for the relief of 
the destitute on the one hand, and on the other, it is to be hoped con- 


veying a wholesome warning to the swindlers of various denominations, 
who prey upon the poor and the ignorant. 


— The Director-General of the Civil Administration at Algiers informs 
the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, that several situations of 
colonial physicians are at present vacant in his department. The advan- 
tages attached to these functions consist in an annual salary of 80J. and 
201. for the keep of a horse, or 401. if two horses are necessary. 


— A sanitary office for the inspection of prostitutes has been opened 
in Naples on the Ist of January 1861. A publie dispensary is attached to 
the institution for the treatment of the venereal disease of men, where the 
medicines are delivered gratuitously. The sanitary visits are performed 
on the system already adopted in the northern and central provinces of 
the Peninsula. A special hospital has likewise been devoted to women 
afflicted with syphilis. 


— Dr. E. Moynier, late clinical clerk of the Faculty of Paris, has been 
appointed a knight of the Order of Leopold of Belgium. 
\ 


— The Administration of Public Assistance has resolved on the recon- 
struction of the Hospital of La Charité with a view to the increase of the 
number of beds contained in the establishment, amounting at present to 
350, 100 of which are devoted to women. An inquest on the subject has 
been opened at the municipal offices of the 6th Arrondissement, and the 
enlargement and uniform reconstruction of the buildings, together with 
the widening of one of the adjacent streets (the rue Jacob), are aiso in 
contemplation. 

The Gazette des Hépitaux, in noticing this design, adds some details on 
the origin of the Hospital of La Charité. 

In the sixteenth century, a Portuguese, named Jean de Dieu, formed 
an association, which became rapidly prosperous, for the relief of the sick 
poor. Five monks belonging to the same order were established by Mary 
of Medicis, in 1582, in the street which subsequently became the residence 
of the Lesser-Augustine Friars. According to their regulations, the 
Brothers of La Charité were bound to practice both surgery and phar- 
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macy. In the year 1607 they removed to the Rue des Saints-Péres, close 
to the chapel of St. Peter, where they celebrated divine worship. Some- 
what later they erected a new church, which was dedicated to St. John 
the Baptist, in July 1621. The number of the Brothers of La Charité 
increased to sixty, and they were enabled gradually to enlarge their pre- 
mises by the liberal donations of various powerful patrons. 

At present, says Mr. Bouchardat, the average number of patients an- 
nually admitted into the hospital is about 8000. 


— The Northern American Medical Review relates an interesting case in 
which a pipe stem was extracted with success from the air-passages of a 
boy aged seven years. The Gazette hebdomadaire reproduces the case and 
states that after tartar-emetic and other remedies had been unavailingly 
resorted to, the foreign body was supposed to have passed from the respi- 
ratory into the digestive organs. As the cough and dyspnoea however 
continued, Mr. Adler was summoned six days after the occurrence of the 
accident. The results of auscultation were remarkable, and consisted in 
the’ almost total absence of the vesicular murmur in ihe right lung, and at 
intervals in a sort of hoarse wheezing analogous to the sound produced 
in blowing through a pipe. When the patient reclined on the left side, 
the oppression increased, and the respiratory murmur ceased to be audible 
in the left lung, but when, altering his attitude, the child turned on the 
right side, the dyspnoea decreased aud air was freely admitted into the left 
lung. These signs seemed to indicate that the foreign body occupied one 
ofthemain divisions of the right bronchus, and that it lay perhaps above 
the first division, wherein certain positions it would interfere with respira- 
tion. Tracheotomy was performed on the following day, and four of therings 
of the trachea having been cut through, a gullet forceps was inserted into 
the right bronchus where it met the pipe stem which glided into the left 
bronchial division. All efforts of extraction proved unavailing. Other 
instruments were resorted to with equally unsatisfactory results, and it 
was resolved to await the spontaneous exspuition of the foreign body. 
On the following day, however, the symptoms having increased in seve- 
rity, the surgeons had recourse to a bent metallic wire, and with this 
implement at last succeeded in removing the cause of the obstruction. 

The child has entirely recovered, and as we have stated, the case is 
highly interesting, especially as regards the elements on which the diag- 
nosis was establised. 


— By a decree of January 12, Dr. A. Tardieu. has been appointed 
consulting physician to the Emperor, in the room of Dr. L. Fleury. 


— By a decree of December 22 1860, Dr. Hervé (de Lavaur) has been 
named a knight of the Legion of Honour. 


— Dr. Melchior Robert has been appointed head-surgeon of the hos- 
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pitals of Marseille, and was elected at the same time member of the Com- 
mon Council of that city. 


— Dr. Grellois, physician in chief, and secretary of the Medical Board 
of the Army, has been appointed secretary of the Meteorological Society 
of France, for the year 1861. 


— Dr. Blondin, chief physician of the Military Hospital of Vincennes, 
has recently published in the Annales d’hygidne, a paper on hydrophobia 
from which we extract the following interesting statistical details. 

In 1856, says the author, the tax on dogs showed that 75 446 of these 
animals existed in the Departement de la Seine alone. In 1857, this 
number was still 64408. In his statistics of France for 1860, Mr. Block 
estimates at 2 millions the total number of these animals in the 88 de- 
partements of the French empire. Now the food of a dog costing on the 
average ld. a day, the expenditure would altogether amount in France to 
80001. a day or nearly 3 millions sterling a year. The population 
of Europe, according to the latest computations is 277 millions, and the 
proportion of the canine to the human species being about one dog for 
27.7 inhabitants ; it would hence appear that ten millions of dogs exist 
in. Europe, consuming annually the enormous sum of 14 millions and 
a half sterling. 

Of 156 persons bitten in 1856 and 1857 at Milan and in the neighbour- 
hood, Dr. Verga, physician of the Hospital Maggiore, remarks, that 
136 were wounded by unmuzzled and 20by muzzled dogs; hence, 
Mr. Blondin concludes that dogs should wear a muzzle all the year 
round, and that this should be carefully attended to by private indivi- 
duals and strictly enforced by police regulations. 

Another remark of Mr. Verga bears on the free circulation of dogs. 
The majority of cases of bydrophobia observed at Milan were supplied hy 
the rural districts, a circumstance referrible in his opinion to the fact 
that dogs are allowed to range freely in the country. We cannot say if 
the interpretation is correct, but it isin absolute contradiction with the 
prevalent opinion thatthe immunity enjoyed from hydrophobia in eastern 
countries, is due to the absolute freedom of circulation enjoyed by the ca- 
nine race, and from the absence of all restraint on their sexual inter- 


course. 


— The medical students belonging to the Southern States of America, 
residing at New York, recently convened a meeting in which the pro- 
priety of returning to their own States, or continuing the prosecution of . 
their studies in New York gave rise to an animated debate. 


— Another condemnation for the illegal practice of medicine has been 
pronounced by the tribunals of Marseille, at the instance of the local 
Medical Association, A man named Lépine, professing to be an oculist, 
was sentenced to 15 fr. fine, 200 fr. damages, and costs. 
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— We read in Galiynani’s Messenger: 

At the last sitting of the Academy, Mr. Babinet read a paper on the 
diminution of salt in the waters of certain seas. Those inland seas, like 
the Euxine, which are constantly receiving fresh waters from the rivers, 
while their salt is being successively abstracted by some outlet, such as 
the Bosphorus, must, in course of time, be transformed into fresh-water 
lakes. This has been the case with the Lake of Baikal, in Siberia, whose 
waters were formerly salt, but are now, according to the learned member, 
as pure as distilled water. During this process, which it has taken ages 
to accomplish, the fish which were indigenous before have continued so, 
although the water is now fresh. Among them are a kind of herring 
called omoul, and also seals of the same kind as those to be found in the 
Polar Seas, Mr. Babinet therefore concludes that the acclimatization of 
herrings and seals in rivers is possible, and strongly recommends the 
Society of Acclimatization to try the experiment, especially with the 
latter species, Which might very well be reared in the lakes of the Bois de 
Boulogne, giving as a reason that its flesh constitutes the exclusive food 
of the Esquimaux and Samoyedes. If we therefore understand Mr. Ba- 
binet correctly, it might become a useful addition to the luxuries of the 
Parisian poor, which may be true, although we cannot consider this pic- 
ture of gastronomic felicity complete without the adjunction of a good 
pot of train-oil instead of beer or wine. We trust the distinguished 
Academician will not carry his love of acclimatization any farther, and 
recommend the introduction of sharks next, by way of experiment. 


— At the same meeting Baron Larrey exhibited the full-sized picture 
ofa boy, aged 14, a Belgian by birth, having three legs; two of these 
are situated on the right side, one of course in a state of atrophy, but 
endowed with sensibility; the other, on the contrary, affords support to 
the body. The knee is flexible, but the leg is composed of one bone only, 
the tibia. The ankle is stiff, and three toes only are to be found in the 
foot. In other respects the youth is well formed and healthy; he is the 
eldest of seven children. 


— An interesting memoir on the effects of anzsthetics was read to the 
Academy of Sciences on the 4th of February 1861, by Dr. Romain 
Vigouroux. It is published in extenso in the Gazette médicale, and we 
merely reprint its conclusions: 

1. The influence of the sensitive nerves upon the heart continues during 
the sleep induced by anesthesia. 

2. This influence seems even to increase during the insensibility of the 
patient. 

3. It may acquire so much power as to check the action of the heart. 

4. The interruption of the functions of that viscus must be considered 
as the cause of death during anesthesia. 

5. Local aneesthetics should be resorted to simultaneously with in- 
halation. 
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6. Operations should, if possible, be performed before entire collapse 
of the limbs has set in. 


— Mr. Bergounhioux, desirous of testing the stupifying effects of the 
solanex upon the last nervous ramifications, applied a solution of atropia 
directly upon the denuded dental pulp. When this pulp is painful, 
without however being in a state of acute inflammation, the contact of 
one or two drops of a solution containing one hundredth part of its 
weight of sulphate of atropia, instantly deadens the pain, so completely 
as to allow of the use of the rasp and excavators. As a happy illustration 
of the anesthetic power of this solution, Mr. Bergounhioux adduces the 
insertion of the pivot of artificial teeth into the living roots, without any 
necessity for the destruction of the dental nerve and blood-vessels by 
means of cauterization. (Art dentaire.) 


— Recent experiments om the transformation and migrations of hel- 
minths have yielded interesting results not merely as regards abstract 
science, but also in a pathological point of view. While they have di- 
vulged the mode of development of most intestinal worms, they further 
have thrown much light on the origin of certain verminous affections, and 
have supplied some useful data on their treatment. Thus tape-worm is 
now generally considered to be but the adult condition of the cysticercus, 
a fact which Dr. Kiichenmeister has endeavoured to establish by experi- 
ments on the human subject. In November 1859, .and in January 1860, 
this gentleman, assisted by Dr. Siebenhaar, of Zittau, exhibited toa 
convict, condemned to death, pieces of measly pork, containing cysticerci. 
The prisoner was executed on the 30th of March 1860, and on examina- 
tion of the contents of the digestive tube, one half of the cysticerci were 
found transmuted into flat worms, some of which had acquired a length 
of five feet. Mr. Kiichenmeister has been taxed with inhumanity for 
having instituted the above experiments, but he remarks that even if the 
criminal had been pardoned, the disease thus artificially induced was 
curable, and would have been productive of no permanent evil consequences. 
(Gazette hebdomadaire.) 


— Dr. Kursak concludes, from numerous experiments on dogs and 
rabbits, that the prompt exhibition of tannin is the safest and most 
efficient remedy for poisoning by strychnia. The quantity of the anti- 
dote should be proportionate to the amount of the poison which has been 
taken, and even somewhat exceed the latter, inasmuch as the contents 
of the stomach are liable to absorb a portion of the neutralizing agent. 
For every grain of strychnia, about 2 drachms of gall-nuts, or more in 
case of vomiting, should be preseribed. Green tea also appears to possess . 
a certain degree of efficacy, but only when the quantity of poison is very 
small. Oak-bark, acorns, etc., are convenient and active substitutes for 
pure tannin. But vegetable acids should be prohibited during the treat- 
ment, as they promote the dissolution of the precipitates thrown down 
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under the influence of the tannic acid: the same exception applies equally 
to fermented liquids; and muscular efforts which induce convulsive action, 
in persons poisoned with strychnia, should likewise be carefully avoided. 
(Union médicale.) 


— Dr. Gely, formerly an interne of the hospitals of Paris, surgeon of 
the Hotel-Dieu at Nantes, and Professor of practical surgery at the pre- 
paratory school of that City, died on the 14th of January, after a long 
and painful illness, which for several years had debarred him from attend- 
ing to his professional duties. 


— Three equally esteemed practitioners have in the course of one 
month died in our Alsatian Departments. ; 

Dr. Hartung who died at Strasburg, had received his diploma in 1812, 
and was attached as a surgeon to General Barbanégre’s small army, wkich 
covered itself with glory at the defense of Huninguen. 

The father of the profession in the Department of Haut-Rhin, Mr. Mac- 
ker, senior, formerly physician of the hospital of Colmar, closed his labo- 
rious career in that city on 15 January. 


Mr. Henry Lauth, physician at Barr, was carried off on the 25th January 
by disease of the heart. 


— The profession has also to mourn over the loss of Mr. Lesueur, the 
director of the chemical department of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, 
and brother-in-law of the late dean Orfila; of Mr. Bonnelat, physician of 
the Hospital of Saint-Amand (Cher); of Mr. J. T. Bailly and Mr. Lelouis, 
military surgeons; of Mr. Horet, of Lyons; of Messrs. Willems, A. Wil 
mart, of Li¢ége, Mr. Goma, and the vencrable and learned father of Ger- 
man physiologists, Dr. Tiedemann. 

We should not omitin this melancholy list the name of Mr. Heller, per- 
haps the oldest member of the Academy of Medicine of Paris. Mr. Heller 
belonged to the anatomical and physiological section of that Society. He 
was a modest and original savant; and a sturdy and consistent republican. 
An enemy to intrigue and careless of personal distinctions, he led the life 
of a philosopher, and died without having received the cross of the Legion 
of Honour although he had for forty years sat in the Academy. 


— It is with sincere sorrow we inform our readers of the demise of 
Dr. Aran, whom untiring industry and great natural gifts had raised at 
an early age to an eminent position as a practitioner and clinical pro- 
fessor. Dr. Aran, whose lectures have often been reproduced in this 


Journal, was carried off in a few days by a severe attack of rheumatic 
fever. 





For the articles not signed, H. CHAILLOU, 
Chief Editor. 


BURQ’S 
FEEDING-BOTTLE 


Patented, is daily recommended by Medical Practition- 
ers and Midwives as the simplest, the most commodious 
and the cleanest, and likewise as affording the advantage 
of being agreeable to the child, especially at the time 
of teething, when it may be used additionally asa coral. 

N. B. To avoid all imitations, each feeding-hottle is 
accompanied by directions for use, and bears the in- 
ventor’s signature. . ) 

To be had of all respectable apothecaries in England 
and America. : : 

For wholesale orders, apply either directly or through 
commission agents to Burg, Jun., Apothecary, 27, Rue 
de Flandre, a la Villette, Paris. ; 

Price: 1s. 3d. Allowance to the trade, 30 per cent. 





GELIS AND CONTE’S . 
LACTATE OF IRON SWEETMEATS, 


Approved of by the Academy of Medicine of Paris. — 


Gélis and Conté’s Sweetmeats, which secure the advantage of the 
exhibition of iron in its most easily assimilable form, in the agreeable 
shape of a sweetmeat, have been honoured with the approbation of 
the Academy, after numerous experiments instituted by a committee 
consisting of Messrs. Bouillaud and Fouquier, Professors of clinical 
medicine at the Faculty of Paris, and Bailly, physician of the Hospital 
of La Charité. The academical report states that this preparation 
was easily borne in all cases..., that all the patients under experiment 
benefited by its use, and were all in a most satisfactory condition — 
when discharged from hospital, and clinical research assigns to it 
the foremost place among the most useful ferruginous preparations. 

Numerous subsequent researches, amongst which we may mention 
the important physiological and pathologica: investigations of Messrs. 
Claude Bernard( member of the Institute), Barreswill, L. Lemaire, etc., 
and 18 years’ experimental use in all countries, have further confirmed 
_ the reputation of Gélis and Conté’s Sweetmeats and their superiority 
over all the other chalybeates prescribed by physicians at home and 
abroad, for chlorosis, for the plurality of diseases of women, anemia 
(constitutional debility) in both sexes, and whenever the impoverish-_ 
ment of the blood requires the exhibition of tonics, as in pale and | 
colourless children, persons naturally delicate, or exhausted from 
frequent bleeding, etc. s é 
- Dose : from 6 to 12 daily. 

These sweatmeats are sold in square boxes only, bearing a label and 
a tinted wrapper, and surrounded with a pink band to which is — 
affixed the signature of the general dealer, Mr. Labélonye. — 


Ty ANT Wo LOMA : 
ERGOTINE AND ERGOTINE SWHETMHATS 
GOLD MEDAL OF THE SOCIETY OF PHAKMACY OF PARIS. 

Mr, Bonjean, chemist and apothecary at Chambery, to whom 
science is indebted for the discovery of ergotine, obtains it isolated 
from the poisonous principle contained in ergot of rye. 

Ergotine sweetmeats constitute the most convenient and agreeable 
mode of exhibition of this medicinal agent.. They are used with the 
greatest success for the purpose of facilitating labour, and checking the 
fatal floodings which are sometimes consequent upon delivery; they 
are, moreover, highly beneficial in arresting hemorrhage of all de- 
scriptions, such as hemoptysis or spitting of blood, chronic inflam- 
mation of the womb, the dysentery so frequently concomitant with 
ague, chronic diarrhcea, and arresting the progress of pulmonary 
consumption, etc. 

Externally, ergotine is used in a watery solution, for the dressings 
of wounds, having not only the-anti-hemorrhagic property alluded to, 
but also promoting cicatrization, by preventing or diminishing in- 
flammatory action. 

According to Professors DUBOIS, dean of the Faculty of Medicine 
of Paris; SEDILLOT, of the Faculty of Strasbourg; FLOURENS, 
(of the French Institute); and RETZUS, physician of the King of 
Sweden, it is the most powerful hemostatic known to medicine in 
arterial and venous hemorrhage. 

This medicine, externally applied, likewise hastens the cure of 
old wounds. : : | | 

Ergotine and Bonjean’s ergotine sweetmeats are only sold in phials 
. bearing the seal and name of the inventor »nd of Mr. Laurent, these 
medicines being now prepared in his patented apparatus, approved 
of by the Imperial Academy of Medicine of Paris. 

Wholesale depot in Paris, 19, Rue Bourbon-Villeneuve, 

London, JOZEAU, Chemist, 49, Haymarket. 


OF THE LOSS OF THE EYE 


' AND. 
THE MEANS OF CONCEALING THE CONSEQUENT DEFORMITY | 

By the use of new artificial eyes manufactured by Mr. Coulomb-Bois- 
sonneau, 6, Place de la Madeleine, Paris. Their mobility challenges the 
most attentive examination, and their application, which is never painful, 
requires no preparatory surgical operation. 

Collections of artificial eyes are specially prepared for medical gentle- 
men, clinical wards and hospitals, 

An explanatory pamphlet, price, 7d., may he had: 

In Paris, at Bestel and Cv.’s, 7, Rue de la Bourse, and at the Author’s, 
6, Place de la Madeleine. 

In London, at the Office of the Journal, 21, King William Street, 
Strand, W. GC. — 


ROOMS AND BOARD. — French, music, drawing and 


painting lessons, in a respectable French family living in the country 
between Saint-Cloud and Versailles. 


References given and required. — Apply to Mr. CHERON , 416, Rue 
Saint-Honoré. » ; 
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THE SERIES OF THE 


FRENCH EDITION 


OF THE 


JOURNAL OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE 
AND SURGERY 


The Dictionary of Practitioners, by ia ae pe pe Tag M. D., 2 vol. 
8vo., pp. 807, an analytical index to the first twenty vols. of the Jed 
of Practical Medicine and Surgery (1830-1849, exhausted). 

It includes : 1. A complete analysis of all articles contained in the 
first series ; 2. An index to the articles reviewed; 3. The concordance of 
the words in the Dictionary with the above articles; 4. A selection of 
formulas most commonly used in priceiyes 5. A nokoingtos! and toxico- — 
logical table. ytd 

Price : Great Britain and Ireland 103., prepaid. 
are 
+ 

The first 11 volumes of the second series of the Journal of Practical Medi- 
_ eine and Surgery (from 1850 to 1860, inclusively, French etition will be 
transmitted, to order. 

Priee : 5s. each valine) prepaid. 


ane ora 


For subscribers only, the price of the Dictionary of Practitioners, the 
index to the 20 vols. forming the Ist series of the Journal, — and of the 
first ten vols. of the gendiidh: series (1850-59), of the Journal of Practical 
Medicine. and Surgery, in French, is reduced to £2 103.3 on the payment 
of which sum, twelve volumes, forming the entire collection of the Journal 
from its first appearance, will be immediately forwarded. 





N. B. Ail orders to be sent, with enclosure of a Post Office order, to 
our be in Loudon, Mr. J.. F. Brunet, 21, King William Street, 
Strand, W. C. 4 
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